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START RECORDING:

BEGIN EPISODE 38.

INT. U.S.S. HEPHAESTUS - STORAGE ROOM - 2300 HOURS 

Minkowski, Hilbert, and Lovelace, waiting in a corner of the 
room, impatient. 

After a BEAT - a DOOR OPENS and SHUTS as Eiffel enters. 

MINKOWSKI
About time.  

EIFFEL
Sorry. Jacobi was with me at the 
end of the rotation. I had to shake 
him before I could head this way. 

They speak in low, furtive voices. This is clearly not an 
officially sanctioned meeting. Eiffel looks around at the 
P.A. speakers. 

EIFFEL (CONT’D)
Is Hera already - ?

LOVELACE
We took the receivers in here 
offline three minutes ago.

EIFFEL
Isn't it about time we got her take 
on this? She might have some good 
ideas on how to - 

MINKOWSKI
Mm-mm. Sorry, Eiffel. As long as 
Maxwell's around we have to assume 
that Hera's servers aren't as 
private as they used to be. 

EIFFEL
Ughh, fine, fine. Let's get this 
week's meeting of the Midnight 
Society over with. 

(looks around)
So: anyone come up with a good way 
to kick Colonel Mustard, King Bob-
Omb, and Doc Matrix off our space 
station? 

(LONG BEAT)
(MORE)



All right then. Good talk. Let's do 
this again next - 

MINKOWSKI
Hold on. Lovelace, any updates on 
the Urania's armory? 

LOVELACE
I'm afraid not. It seems my 
jurisdiction as master-at-arms 
doesn't extend that far. But 
whatever's in there - 

MINKOWSKI
We've got to assume it's a lot 
bigger than anything we have access 
to. Right. 

LOVELACE
What about you, Minkowski? Were you 
able to make anything out of that 
tech readout? 

MINKOWSKI
Yeah, I, uh - It's not good. 

(BEAT)
All of the Urania's navigation 
controls are on a biometric 
lockdown. 

Lovelace EXHALES, annoyed. 

EIFFEL
Bio whatsuh? 

MINKOWSKI
Biometric lockdown. It means 
navigation won't engage without 
verifying Colonel Kepler's DNA 
code. 

EIFFEL
Oh... 

LOVELACE
So even if we were able to 
disengage the Urania from the 
Hephaestus structure - 

MINKOWSKI
Which seems less and less likely...

EIFFEL (CONT'D)
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LOVELACE
- in order to actually go anywhere 
we'd need our top enemy to suddenly 
decide he wants to do us one hell 
of a solid. 

HILBERT
No. We would not. 

Everyone's heads turn towards Hilbert, brows furrowed. 

MINKOWSKI
... yes, Doctor, we would. The 
system won't respond unless it - 

HILBERT
(darkly)

- unless it can verify Colonel 
Kepler's DNA. But DNA does not need 
to come from a living body... does 
it?

EIFFEL
Could - could you not? 

MINKOWSKI
Gentlemen...

EIFFEL
How many times do we have to go 
over this? 

EIFFEL (CONT’D)
We're not going to just start 
murdering people  - 

HILBERT
Perhaps if you were not so quick 
to dismiss the idea - 

MINKOWSKI
ENOUGH. 

(BEAT)
That's enough for one night. 
Everyone get some rest, but stay 
sharp. Keep your eyes open for 
anything we might be able to us to 
our advantage, okay? 

(BEAT)
Good luck.  

And with that, everyone except Hilbert start to move off. 

HILBERT
(under his breath)

Pointless. 

Everyone stops. Turn back towards the seething Russian. 
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EIFFEL
What was that? 

HILBERT
Nothing. 

EIFFEL
You know, Hilbert, I'm getting real 
tired of - 

But Minkowski holds up a hand: easy. 

MINKOWSKI
Hold it. 

(to Hilbert)
You got something to say, Doctor? 
Let's have it. 

HILBERT
What is point of looking for 
opportunity if you do not use it 
when it appears? 

(BEAT)
What do you think is happening 
here? Where do you think you are? 
All of your lives are in danger - I 
suggest you start taking the 
appropriate measures.

EIFFEL
Oh, that's funny. 'Cuz I've got 
this memory of you telling us to 
wait for it. To look for the right 
moment.

HILBERT
(venomous hiss)

And the right moment came, and 
went, and you did nothing! 

(BEAT)
You're right, Eiffel. A.I. 
perspective would be very useful. 
If only A.I. specialist was not 
around to compromise invaluable 
source of intelligence... 

EIFFEL
We don't do that. 

HILBERT
Why not? It would have increased 
our chances of survival by - 
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EIFFEL
Because, you twisted piece of 
insane troll logic, it's not just 
about surviving. It's about being 
able to live with ourselves after 
we get off this tin can, right 
Commander? 

BEAT. 

MINKOWSKI
... yeah. Right. 

EIFFEL
Terrific. Could you maybe sound 
slightly more enthusiastic about 
the whole not killing people 
thing?!

HILBERT
Some people do not have the stomach 
for what needs to be done. 

EIFFEL
And some people have to be dragged, 
kicking and screaming, towards 
improvement. Consider this your 
mandatory lesson in humanity for 
the evening: no one is on board 
with the Killbert agenda. 

HILBERT
No one, Eiffel? 

(BEAT)
Captain?  

Slowly, three heads turn towards the other person in the 
room.

HILBERT (CONT'D) 
You have been very quiet. 

So she has. For a BEAT she just stares at Hilbert evenly. 

HILBERT (CONT’D)
You understand. You know how bad 
things will get. You are not like 
them. You are - 

LOVELACE
(dead cold)

You have ten seconds to get out of 
this room. 
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BEAT. Then Hilbert SIGHS, frustrated. 

HILBERT
Very well. 

After a moment, we hear a DOOR OPEN and CLOSE as he exits. 

EIFFEL
Are you all right, Captain? That 
was - 

LOVELACE
I'm fine, Eiffel. 

There's a CHIRP and a BEEP as Minkowski brings the P.A. 
system back online. 

MINKOWSKI
Welcome back, Hera. Thank you for 
your patience. 

HERA
Not a problem, Lieutenant. How was 
the... "diagnostics" meeting? 

EIFFEL
Oh you know... same old, same old. 

And as Eiffel, Minkowski, and Lovelace exchange troubled 
looks, we - 

CUT TO:

INT. U.S.S. HEPHAESTUS - LOVELACE'S QUARTERS - 0200 HOURS 
(THE NEXT NIGHT)

Lovelace in her quarters, working out with a Resistance 
Exercise Device. As she does each lift - 

LOVELACE
Fifty-two... Fifty-three... Fifty-
four... 

There's a KNOCK ON THE DOOR. Lovelace climbs off the exercise 
machine. 

The DOOR SWINGS OPEN. 

HILBERT
We need to talk. 

The DOOR SWINGS SHUT. 
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HILBERT (CONT’D)
(through the closed door)

There is something we must discuss! 

LOVELACE
It's two in the morning. There is 
nothing we have to discuss at two 
in the morning!

HILBERT
What about missing ammonia?

BEAT. 

The DOOR SWINGS OPEN. 

LOVELACE
What did you say? 

HILBERT
Small amounts of ammonia have been 
removed from the chemical shed. 
Along with grease solvent, and - 

LOVELACE
Get to the point.

HILBERT
I know you have been taking 
supplies. And I know what you are 
making with them. 

LOVELACE
And what? You going to rat on me? 

HILBERT
Don't be absurd. I am glad that 
someone is taking the necessary 
measures. And I am glad it is you.

Lovelace's brow furrows deeper. Her crossed arms tighten. 

LOVELACE
So what are we discussing, then? 

HILBERT
We are discussing cooperation, 
Captain. And we are discussing... 
this. 

He removes a PLASTIC BAG from his pocket. Tosses it at her. 
She stares into the bag, frowning. 
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LOVELACE
What is - ? 

HILBERT
Fertilizer. The grounding agent you 
are missing. 

Lovelace's eyes narrow. 

LOVELACE
I thought the fertilizer from the 
greenhouse was all gone. 

HILBERT
Yes. Following certain... botanical 
incidents, I decided its removal 
from public access would be 
prudent. But rest assured, I can 
provide you with more than enough 
to complete your... project. 

LOVELACE
And in exchange... ? 

HILBERT
There is a matter in which I 
require some... assistance. I 
promise it is nothing untoward. And 
it is not... unsafe. I just need an 
hour of your time. 

Lovelace SNORTS. 

LOVELACE
Oh, that's funny. Hmmph... No, no 
deal. You're getting as much out of 
this as I am, so just tell me where 
the supplies are. I'll handle the 
rest. 

HILBERT
No. That is not how this is going 
to work. 

(BEAT)
Neither one of us likes it, 
Captain, but we are in this 
disaster together. It is time we 
start acting accordingly. 

Lovelace stares at him, considering his words. And as she 
lets out a RESIGNED SIGH, we - 

CUT TO:
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INT. U.S.S. HEPHAESTUS - CORRIDORS - 0230 HOURS

We follow Hilbert and a very impatient Lovelace as he leads 
her through the ship.

LOVELACE
So where are we going?

HILBERT
I need someone who knows the 
station layout. You've been here 
longer than anyone else. 

LOVELACE
Anyone other than you. 

(BEAT)
And that wasn't an answer.  

HILBERT
You will just have to be patient. 
And trust me. 

LOVELACE
Yeah, that'll be the day... 

HILBERT
Is it such an implausible concept? 
The two of us are not so different.

LOVELACE
What a fascinating theory you've 
got there. Fascinating and 
hilarious. 

HILBERT
We're both pragmatists. And after 
everything that we have been 
through, I would think that - 

LOVELACE
After everything that we've been 
through? Most of the things that 
I've been through are things that 
you put me through. 

HILBERT
And none of it was my choice. 

LOVELACE
Oh-ho-ho, really? Really? That's 
what you're going to go with?
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HILBERT
Command gave me orders. If I didn't 
follow them, I would - 

LOVELACE
Your virus. Your experiments. Your 
lies. I don't care if there was a 
gun to your head, you don't get to 
wash your hands of it. 

HILBERT
Here - this way. 

They go through a DOOR. Once they're through it - 

HILBERT (CONT’D)
Perhaps not. I still did what I had 
to. My research -  

LOVELACE
I don't care about your research. 

HILBERT
(temper rising)

Well, you do not get to "not care" 
about it. My work will save 
countless lives, and I have done 
everything in my power to realize 
that potential. That is part of the 
equation, no matter how much you 
want it not to be! What was it that 
Officer Lambert used to say? 

Hilbert's oblivious to it, but he's just struck a raw nerve. 
Lovelace's first clenches. 

LOVELACE
What did you just say? 

HILBERT
Lambert and his... inane military 
mantra. What was it? Uh... "We 
don't get to choose who we fight 
with, we don't get to choose who we 
fight against, we only -" 

CRACK! Her fist just connected against his jaw. He goes down, 
tumbling. 

Lovelace leans in towards him, coldly furious. 

LOVELACE
Never. You don't ever do that.
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HILBERT
They're... just words, Captain. 

LOVELACE
No. They're Sam's words. And you 
are going show some goddamned 
respect by not dragging his memory 
through your scum. 

HILBERT
Officer Lambert was as much my 
colleague as he was yours. 

LOVELACE
No, Sam was my friend. All you ever 
saw was a guinea pig to stick your 
needles into. 

HILBERT
That's not - 

LOVELACE
Don't lie! 

(BEAT, lower:)
That's all we ever were to you. 
From day one, you planned it. You 
planned to lie to us, and betray 
us, and infect us. And watch us 
die.  

HILBERT
Yes, I planned! From the first day 
I knew what I was doing. And that 
is why I infected Officer Fisher! 

Lovelace opens her mouth - then closes it. Huh?

LOVELACE
What? 

HILBERT 
Oh, surely you have not forgotten 
Officer Fisher? Worked in 
engineering. Big, tall man, and 
strong as ox. Fisher... who I made 
sure got six months of physical 
conditioning to prepare him to 
withstand the effects of virus. He 
was the one I infected. 

(BEAT)
I had to test Decima. I needed 
human subject, and I needed it to 
remain secret. 

(MORE)
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But intention was never for anyone 
to die. Not unless unavoidable. 

LOVELACE
(realizing)

But Fisher did die. 

HILBERT
Tragic accident. One which even 
your addled mind has to realize was 
not my responsibility. And then 
what? Command made the call. 
"Decima research must continue. 
Radiation trials must continue. We 
need new subject." 

LOVELACE
Oh, and what? Go infect 
astrophysicist? It's not like you 
don't have a spare?

HILBERT
I did the best I could. I tried to 
save Doctor Hui and Officer 
Lambert's lives! Do not think it 
was not hard for me!

LOVELACE
Then why the hell did you come back 
and do it all over again?! 

HILBERT
I told you. My work will save 
countless lives. No one gets to 
discount that. Not even me. 

There's a LONG SILENT BEAT. 

Finally, they arrive at the end of the hallway.

LOVELACE
Left or right? 

HILBERT 
Left. 

They go through another DOOR, finally reaching the - 

INT. U.S.S. HEPHAESTUS - ENGINEERING SECTION - CONTINUOUS

They start to move through the darker section. After a moment 
- 

HILBERT  (CONT'D)
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LOVELACE
"If the situation were the same, I 
would kill them all again." 

HILBERT
What? 

LOVELACE
You said that. The day we almost 
froze to death. Did you mean it? 

BEAT. 

HILBERT
Yes, I did. 

LOVELACE
Even knowing how bad it'd get? Who 
you would have to - 

HILBERT
I stand by my decisions, Lovelace.  

LOVELACE
Hmph. You just... keep going. Like 
a cockroach. 

(BEAT)
Must be nice. To be completely free 
of morals. 

HILBERT
Do not mistake determination for 
enthusiasm, Captain. None of it was 
nice. None of it was easy.

(BEAT)
Through here. 

They go through a HATCH. 

HILBERT (CONT’D)
Tell me... where does this all go? 
How does it end?

LOVELACE
What do you mean? 

HILBERT
Minkowski needs me for information, 
so she does not kill me. Eiffel 
needs me for doctor, so I stay 
alive. You need another person to 
oppose Kepler. What happens to me 
when it's all done? 
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LOVELACE
I don't know. 

HILBERT
Do not lie. Not to me. 

BEAT. 

LOVELACE
When this is over... you'll pay for 
everything you've done. 

HILBERT
You see? No compromise. No 
hesitation. Refreshing. 

BEAT.  

LOVELACE
What's your plan? What does your 
happy ending look like? 

HILBERT
Same as always. Endure. Continue 
the work. Survive.

LOVELACE
That's it? 

HILBERT
Don't fool yourself, Captain. 
That's all there ever is. No one 
gets a happy ending. 

Lovelace STOPS in her tracks.

LOVELACE
Say you're sorry. 

Hilbert looks at her puzzled. 

HILBERT
What? 

LOVELACE
Say that you're sorry for 
everything you've done to me.

HILBERT
But I am not -  
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LOVELACE
I know. Lie to me. 

(BEAT)
Say it or I turn the hell around. 

BEAT. 

HILBERT
I am sorry. For everything I did to 
you. 

LOVELACE
Say it like you mean it. 

HILBERT
I am sorry for everything I did to 
you. 

LOVELACE
Beg me to forgive you. 

HILBERT
I... I beg you to forgive me. 

LOVELACE
No. C'mon. Put some beg into it. 

HILBERT
I beg you to forgive me. Please.

(BEAT)
Satisfied? You think I care about 
pride? Humiliation? I will do 
whatever it takes. It doesn't 
matter what you have to give up. 
Who you have to hurt. How far you 
have to go. 

BEAT. 

LOVELACE
Ask me again why I don't trust you. 

Hilbert emits a low, ANGRY GROWL as Lovelace continues 
moving. A moment later, he goes after her. 

HILBERT
We do not have time for games.  

LOVELACE
Says the game master. That's the 
thing about you, Doc... you'd do 
anything to win. 

(MORE)
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And I think that includes switching 
sides the moment Command is willing 
to take you back. 

HILBERT
No... they are finished with me. 

LOVELACE
Of course they are.

HILBERT
They are. 

(lower)
And you should have proof in just a 
moment.

LOVELACE
(rolling her eyes)

Whatever you say.  

But at that moment something very strange happens.

LOVELACE (CONT'D) 
Hold on... 

Lovelace is having an experience she is distinctly unfamiliar 
with: she is looking around the Hephaestus and not 
recognizing where they are. 

LOVELACE (CONT’D)
Where are we? 

By way of answer Hilbert just stares at her. She continues 
scrutinizing her surroundings. 

LOVELACE (CONT’D)
This... this wasn't here the last 
time... was it? 

HILBERT
(low)

I did not think so, no. Good to 
have independent confirmation. 

LOVELACE
Hera? What is the purpose of this 
room? 

(no answer)
Hera? 

HILBERT
Her sense horizon seems to stop at 
that threshold. 

LOVELACE (CONT'D)

(MORE)
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I do not think she is aware of this 
section of the Hephaestus 
structure. 

LOVELACE
(more and more unsettled)

Doctor... what are we doing here?

HILBERT
Just making a point, Captain. 

(pointing)
You see that? 

LOVELACE
See what? What are you - ?

And then she sees it. Frowns. 

LOVELACE (CONT’D)
Is that...? What does it - ? 

HILBERT
(reading)

"Otkrty' v sluchaye vozniknoveniya 
chrezvychaynoy situatsii. Otkrty' 
tol'ko togda, kodga vy v 
odinochku."

(BEAT)
Roughly translated... "Open in case 
of emergency. Open only when you 
are alone." 

Lovelace looks at him. A chill's just run down her spine. 

LOVELACE
That was definitely not here. 

HILBERT
Agreed. 

LOVELACE
And what's behind it? 

HILBERT
Endgame.

He takes a DEEP BREATH. 

HILBERT (CONT'D)
After your return, you told me you 
had a theory. Command might be 
toying with me, the same way they 
played games with all of you. 

HILBERT (CONT'D)

(MORE)
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The thought had already crossed my 
mind. 

LOVELACE
Because of that? 

HILBERT
Because of that door. Because they 
put this here, and for two years it 
has sat here. Waiting for me. 

(BEAT)
Whatever I... may have once been, I 
am now just another pawn for their 
games. And once I go through that 
door... the game will be over. 

(BEAT)
You see? They have no more use for 
me, and I have no intention of 
facing whatever they have prepared.  
Just like you. We are... in the 
same boat, no? 

For a very LONG BEAT his words echo through the underbelly of 
the station.

Finally - 

HILBERT (CONT’D)
All right. I think I have made my 
point. Lets get your fertilizer. 

LOVELACE
Wai - wait, wait, what?

Out of all the insane things that Lovelace has heard tonight - 
and it's a LONG LIST - this moment has taken the proverbial 
cake. 

LOVELACE (CONT’D)
Whoa, whoa, no, no, no, no. No. 

(BEAT)
What is behind that door? 

Hilbert looks at her evenly. After a BEAT - 

LOVELACE (CONT’D)
You've never actually gone through 
it... have you? 

Hilbert is silent for a BEAT. Then - 

He LAUGHS. A small, bitter, broken laugh. 

HILBERT (CONT'D)
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HILBERT
I... I am sorry Captain. But no. 
No. I have spent so much time 
contemplating this, and I... I wish 
I could say that I was ready to 
face it. But the truth is - 

CRAAAAANK. KA-THUNK. Whatever the truth was we'll never know, 
because during Hilbert's little speech Lovelace has gone up 
to the door and turned its massive handle. 

With an ALMIGHTY CREEEAAAAK, the DOOR SWINGS OPEN. 

Lovelace looks back at the thunder-struck Hilbert. 

LOVELACE
Yeah, you don't get a choice. Come 
the hell on.

Hilbert is suddenly very, very tiny. 

HILBERT
Cap - Captain, I... I don't know 
that I can - ahhh! 

LOVELACE
(pulling him by the arm)

Don't care. Let's go. 

And with that, they go through the door, and into - 

INT. HEPHAESTUS STATION - BEYOND THE DOOR - CONTINUOUS 

Everything is still and dark. Lovelace and Hilbert's breaths 
echo slightly as they move into the room. 

After a short while - 

LOVELACE
All right... It's a dark room. If 
you pushed me, I might even say 
it's a very dark room. 

HILBERT
Captain, please. We do not know - 

COMPUTER
Voice recognition: Alexander 
Hilbert. 

It's a new voice - completely automated and unknown to us. A 
moment later, a series of LIGHTS come on. 
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They go in sequence, from the entrance to room towards the 
depths: THUNK, THUNK, THUNK, THUNK, THUNK...

Lovelace and Hilbert look around them, blinking. 

LOVELACE
Okay. Let there be light. And I 
guess you're right... they were 
expecting you.

HILBERT
Yes...

LOVELACE
Well, now that we can see, any 
ideas about what the hell is that? 

Over Lovelace's last lines, a new sound started: a ROBOTIC 
MECHANISM has engaged. As various GEARS TURN, an object rises 
out of the floor. 

After a few seconds, the noise settles with a RESOUNDING KA-
THUNK. 

Lovelace approaches, slowly. After a moment - 

LOVELACE (CONT’D)
Okay, we've got some kind of... 
dentist's chair from hell? I think 
that's a good way to describe this 
machine, yeah? And there's this... 
halo at the top here. I guess... a 
head goes in there? 

She glances back at Hilbert. 

LOVELACE (CONT'D)
Any of this making sense to you? 

HILBERT
No, Captain. I do not know what any 
of this is supposed to - 

COMPUTER
Beginning pre-recorded message.  

Things are silent for a BEAT. And then - 

A high, cold LAUGH rings through the room.

LOVELACE
Well... that can't be good. 

After a moment, the laughter dies. It is followed by - 
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CLAP. 

CLAP. 

CLAP. 

CLAP. 

And finally - 

MR. CUTTER
(recorded message)

Hello, Alexander. 

Both Hilbert and Lovelace react to hearing Cutter's voice. 

MR. CUTTER (CONT'D)
If you're listening to this... 
well, it means you've found the 
little Easter Egg I left behind. 
Clever old you - well done! 

(sobers a bit)
Of course... if you're listening to 
this, it also means that the other 
crew must be... well, let's say 
that they've gone away. Just like 
the last time. Naughty, naughty.

(he takes a deep breath)
Here's the thing, Alexander: I 
can't keep bailing you out every 
time things don't exactly pan out 
like you want them to. Costs 
someone's arm and a leg to hike out 
there, and I don't need to tell you 
how busy we are. Now, don't get me 
wrong! I really like you Alexander. 
You're a first-class mind... and 
that's a terrible thing to waste. 

But then I realized... maybe we 
don't have to. 

Even in an audio recording, we can sense Cutter smiling 
evilly. 

MR. CUTTER (CONT'D) 
That's where this little gizmo 
comes in. An old friend of mine put 
it together, and I think you're 
going to find it be a very... 
elegant solution. You just hop in 
the chair, lean back... and it 
takes care of the rest. 
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As he talks, we hear the CHAIR HUMMING slightly, as if it was 
warming up. 

MR. CUTTER (CONT'D) 
High-power neuro-scan. It'll take a 
quick looksee into that talented 
coconut of yours, scoop out 
whatever's in there, and beam it 
over to us. Instant relay of... 
well, everything. Anything you've 
learned, seen, thought... any 
breakthroughs you've had with your 
research... Full neurological map. 

So you see? You can kick back, safe 
in the knowledge that all the work 
you've done will be in good hands, 
and that we'll handle whatever...  
the next step might be. And as for 
you, well, you can do as you 
please. You'll get what all of us 
want at the end of the day: some 
peace and quiet... and some time to 
yourself.
 
Happy endings, all around. 

In spite of herself, Lovelace shivers. 

MR. CUTTER (CONT'D) 
Now, I know that this might all 
seem a bit... radical. So if you 
need to take a while before you sit 
back, by all means. We're in no 
rush. But I think that - sooner or 
later - you're going to come 
around. Don't worry, we'll be 
ready... whenever you are. 

He CLAPS HIS HANDS TOGETHER, with finality. After a moment - 

MR. CUTTER (CONT’D)
Goodbye, Alexander. Thanks for all 
the memories. I hope that you 
enjoy... the rest of your time in 
our facilities. Ta-ta! 

And with that, the recording disengages and switches off. 

The silence that ensues is DEAFENING. 

Lovelace is the first one to regain her composure. Slowly, 
hesitantly, she approaches Hilbert. 
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LOVELACE
That's... God, I don't - I don't 
know if even you deserve that. 
That's...

But she's interrupted. There's another sound rising: 

Hilbert LAUGHING. Softly at first, but louder and louder. 

LOVELACE (CONT’D)
(more to herself)

Oh God. He's finally lost it. 

HILBERT
(regaining his composure)

I... apologies Captain. That is... 
not what I was expecting. 

LOVELACE
Yeah, no kidding. Well take a 
moment and - 

HILBERT
Instantaneous relay of a complete 
neurological pathway map. 

(low)
That's brilliant... 

That's when it starts to hit her. 

LOVELACE
What? 

HILBERT
I have long suspected Command has 
been growing unsatisfied with our 
partnership. But this is chance for 
my work to continue. To make a 
difference. 

(with a shrug)
Cutter is right - it is very 
elegant solution. 

Aaaaaand... snap. 

LOVELACE
What... the hell... is wrong with 
you? 

(BEAT)
I will never understand you. How 
are you not angry? How are you not 
revoltingly angry? They were going 
to leave you up here. To rot. 
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HILBERT
But my work would have made it back 
to Earth. Everything I've done 
would...

(BEAT)
It would have made a difference. I 
find it to be perfectly equitable. 

LOVELACE
(vicious hiss)

Listen to me, you despicable waste 
of a soul: that's not how you react 
to this. Humanity 101: when someone 
lies to you, when someone betrays 
you, when they leave you to die, 
alone, in the cold, you DO NOT FIND 
IT PERFECTLY EQUITABLE! You get 
angry, and you do whatever you have 
to in order to show them they have 
made the worst mistake of their 
lives. It doesn't matter what you 
have to give up, who you have to 
hurt, how far you have to go - 

She pauses, furiously trying to find the right words. And in 
that moment - 

HILBERT
Isabel... are you listening to 
yourself? 

Lovelace looks at him: what? 

And then it hits her.

LOVELACE
(low, defeated)

Oh... Goddammit. 

For a LONG BEAT they stand together, exhausted and 
emotionally spent. Finally - 

LOVELACE (CONT’D)
So... what now? You gonna get in 
the chair? 

Hilbert SNORTS. 

HILBERT
Please, Captain. Once again, you 
are confusing determination with 
enthusiasm. If my work can only 
continue without me, that will have 
to suffice. 

(MORE)
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But intention is not for anyone to 
die... least of all me.

Lovelace stares into his eyes. And, hating herself more than 
a little for it, she finds meaning in there. 

LOVELACE
Jesus... you really are a 
cockroach, aren't you? Dirty. Sick. 
And impossible to kill. And... God 
help us, that may be what we need 
right now. 

(BEAT, deep breath)
Alright. Alright. Let's talk. 

And as Hilbert nods, we - 

CUT TO:

INT. U.S.S. HEPHAESTUS STATION - HILBERT'S LAB - 1600 HOURS 
(THE NEXT DAY)

Hilbert is TYPING at a console. The door OPENS and Minkowski 
enters.

BEAT.

HILBERT
(not looking up)

Can I help you, Commander? 

MINKOWSKI
Listen... I know your suggestions 
haven't exactly... gone over well. 
But I don't want you to... Whatever 
we do, we're going to need you, 
Doctor. I want you to know that.

HILBERT
I know that. 

MINKOWSKI
Okay. Okay then. 

HILBERT
Anything else? 

BEAT.

MINKOWSKI
Could I... Could I ask for you 
opinion? On a personal issue?

HILBERT (CONT'D)
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HILBERT
Under no circumstances. 

MINKOWSKI
Well, let's say that I found out 
something. Something... that should 
be irrelevant. Except, maybe it 
isn't! Maybe now, with everything 
we're dealing with, now that we - 

HILBERT
Was is your point, Minkowski? 

BEAT. 

MINKOWSKI
I... I found out something about 
Eiffel. And I think you know what 
it is. I think you know the whole 
story. Right after everything at 
Christmas, you... you threatened 
him. You said you'd tell me 
something. 

(BEAT)
Hilbert, I can't - I can't go to 
Eiffel with this. I can't even look 
him in the eye right now. Whatever 
you know, whatever you can tell me, 
I have to - I need you to tell me. 
Before I go crazy. 

BEAT.

HILBERT
Of course, Lieutenant. Let me tell 
you what I know. 

(BEAT)
I know that you need to grow up. We 
are at too many disadvantages, in 
too much danger, to waste time 
quibbling over useless trivia! And, 
of all things, over Eiffel's 
useless trivia! Whatever happened 
before we came here is irrelevant. 
It will only distract you from what 
really matters. What you need is to 
focus on being here, on being 
ready, and on surviving. 

(BEAT, quiet, simple:)
Grow up, and get back to work. 

A moral lecture from Hilbert. That shuts her up. 
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MINKOWSKI
(so unconvinced)

Yeah. Back to work. 

Minkowski exits, CLOSING the door behind her. For a moment 
Hilbert is alone with his work. Then - 

Another DOOR OPENS and CLOSES. He glances up. 

HILBERT
Everything in order? 

LOVELACE
Yep. 

HILBERT
I've moved the last of the 
fertilizer to the room in 
engineering. Along with the rest of 
your supplies. 

LOVELACE
Well... I guess that means we're in 
business.  

HILBERT
How long before we have enough?

LOVELACE
With our current schedules? At 
least four weeks. But after that... 
we should have enough napalm to do 
some real damage. 

HILBERT
Good. 

BEAT. 

LOVELACE
Are... are you sure? About the 
others? 

HILBERT
Quite. It may take slightly longer 
than four weeks. And it may require 
some... persuasion. But they will 
see sense. 

(BEAT)
Either way, we will not be able to 
manage this by ourselves. 
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LOVELACE
Fair enough.

(BEAT)
Well, you know what they say. "We 
don't get to choose who we fight 
with, we don't get to choose who we 
fight against." 

HILBERT
"We only get to choose how we stand 
together. Against the enemy." 

LOVELACE
Yeah. That. 

And as they stand together, having reached an understanding 
of sorts, we - 

FADE OUT. 

STOP RECORDING. 

END OF EPISODE 38.
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