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START EPISODE 44.

BEGIN RECORDING: 

INT. U.S.S. HEPHAESTUS - HIDDEN ROOM - 2300 HOURS 

The room beyond the door. Eiffel, Minkowski, Hilbert, and 
Lovelace, all in attendance. Eiffel stands over a large 
container, secured to the floor. 

EIFFEL
Umm... Holy crap. 

HILBERT
There are four more in the back. 
Should be more than -

EIFFEL
Uh, the normal people among us are 
still back at holy crap. 

LOVELACE
Eiffel, it's just a - 

EIFFEL
Just a what? Just a huge pile of 
napalm?!

LOVELACE
A preventive measure. We put this 
together in case we - 

EIFFEL
In case we ever need to 
horrifically murder someone? Do you 
know what this stuff does? 

HILBERT
It adheres to the skin. Releases 
carbon monoxide and burns at over -

EIFFEL
I wasn't asking for a clinical 
description! I can't believe this. 
We all agreed that we shouldn't 
listen to Dr. Kevorkian - 

HILBERT
That's not exactly - 

LOVELACE
Eeeehh... 



EIFFEL
- and for months the two of you've 
been going behind our backs and 
getting your Wile E. Coyote on! 
And, not to go all High School 
Principal on you, Hera, but is 
there a reason why you didn't share 
this with the rest of the class?

HERA
I didn't know about any of this, 
actually. This is new to me too. 

EIFFEL
What? How can you - ugh, goddamit. 
Let me guess: secret room? 

LOVELACE
Yup. 

EIFFEL
And it's... what? Outside of your 
sense horizon, Hera? 

HERA
Very much so. 

EIFFEL
Mm-hmm, mm-hmm. And... that's why 
you set up those comms before we 
started up this little midnight 
confab? To loop Hera in? 

HILBERT
Precisely. 

EIFFEL
Oookay. In that case, I, uh, only 
have two questions. Number one: HOW 
MANY OF THESE FREAKIN' ROOMS ARE 
THERE ON THIS STATION? And number 
two: HOW COME HE ALWAYS KNOWS ABOUT 
THEM BEFORE THE REST OF US DO? THEM 
BEFORE THE REST OF US DO? 

LOVELACE
He's a rat, he's good at finding 
rat holes, okay? Can we move on?

EIFFEL
Mmmmrrrrr... fine. 

(to Minkowski)
Lets move onto why you're not 
saying anything. Commander? 

(MORE)
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Any comment on these two cooking up 
a bunch of war crime fuel?  

MINKOWSKI
Good. 

EIFFEL
That's not what I - uhhh. Any 
longer comment? 

MINKOWSKI
Very good. 

EIFFEL
You're not helping!

MINKOWSKI 
Walk me through your plan again. 

EIFFEL
Could we not -  

LOVELACE
We're twenty-eight hours out from 
the contact event. We need to be 
gone by the time it starts. Which 
means we'll need a time when 
Kepler, Jacobi, and Maxwell are all 
going to be together, by 
themselves, on the Hephaestus. 

HILBERT
For example: tomorrow at 0900 
hours, when they are scheduled to 
run final tests on the psi wave 
regulator. 

LOVELACE
We can place containers of napalm 
in the hangar bay, and use a timed 
detonator to - 

EIFFEL
Nope. 

LOVELACE
- use a timed detonator to - 

EIFFEL
Nope. 

HILBERT
(out with it)

To make our problems go away. 

EIFFEL (CONT'D)
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LOVELACE
Thank you, Doctor. We get whatever 
DNA we need to bypass the biometric 
locks, disengage whatever parts of 
the Urania we need free in order to 
leave, and get the hell out of 
Dodge before the world turns upside 
down. Again. 

EIFFEL
(scoff)

Oh, what a great plan, Cap'n. Art 
of War of 1812 different ways to 
gonna get us all killed. What if 
you blast open a hole in the hull? 

HILBERT
Chemical quantities have been 
carefully callibrated. Temperature 
will not compromise hull. 

EIFFEL
Well, what if we can't get the 
Urania to fly?

LOVELACE
Its core infrastructure is still in 
one piece, the engine runs, and I 
can get anything to fly. 

EIFFEL
Well great, Captain, that's swell: 
how about if we don't want kill 
anybody?

MINKOWSKI
This isn't about what we want. 

(BEAT)
We're expendable in the long term. 
We know that now. If Kepler hasn't 
killed us already, it's because he 
thinks he still needs us for 
something. Probably for whatever is 
about to happen tomorrow.

LOVELACE
Once that's done, we might not be 
so useful anymore. Clock's ticking. 
Desperate times... 

EIFFEL
There's desperate, and then there's 
stupid. Commander: right now? 
You're very angry. 

(MORE)
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You're angrier than I've ever seen 
you. And I think that anybody 
that's that upset is going to make 
bad calls. 

HERA
I agree, Lieutenant. This isn't a 
tenable plan. 

MINKOWSKI
Well, what else have you got?! Hmm? 
What do the two of you have to 
contribute to the cause? 

(BEAT)
Well?!

There's a LONG BEAT as her words echo. Finally - 

EIFFEL
I don't know, Commander. I don't 
know how we're gonna get out of 
this one. But I know you and - 

MINKOWSKI
You don't - 

EIFFEL
I know you. And you don't want to 
kill anyone. 

BEAT. 

MINKOWSKI
I really, really do. 

For a moment they just look at each other, each adamant in 
their own ways. The others watch - what is about to...? 

Finally, Eiffel takes a DEEP BREATH. 

EIFFEL
All right. I didn't want it to come 
to this. But if I have to... 

He takes a moment, CRACKS his NECK on one side, then the 
OTHER... then straightens himself up, STANDING AT ATTENTION: 

EIFFEL (CONT'D)
Lieutenant Commander Minkowski: 
under Article 12, Air Force Code of 
Conduct, Section 9, Subsection B; 

EIFFEL (CONT'D)

(MORE)
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due to a state of impaired judgment 
displayed during a time of acute 
emotional stress, I am formally 
invoking the Transfer of Command 
and relieving of your duties. 

BEAT. He stares at her evenly. 

MINKOWSKI
... are you serious? 

EIFFEL
Dead serious, ma'am.

MINKOWSKI
Eiffel - 

EIFFEL
That's Lieutenant Commander Eiffel 
to you, Officer. 

BEAT. 

And then Minkowski BREAKS OUT INTO LAUGHTER. After a moment, 
Hera and, in spite of herself, Lovelace also join in. 

Eiffel lets out a LOW BREATH. After a moment: 

MINKOWSKI
Okay, okay... you made your point. 

EIFFEL
Good. 

(then:)
Did I get any of those right? 

MINKOWSKI
Not a single one. 

And everyone, now including Eiffel (but excluding Hilbert) 
CRACKS UP again. As they settle: 

EIFFEL
You okay? 

Minkowski TAKES A DEEP BREATH. Then, finally: 

MINKOWSKI
Yeah, yeah. I'm okay. 

(lower)
I'm okay. 

HILBERT
What on Earth just happened? 

EIFFEL (CONT'D)
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MINKOWSKI
Oh, don't worry about it. And put 
away the napalm. 

HILBERT
I... I don't understand. 

EIFFEL
Yeah, of course you don't. You live 
amongst the natives but you don't 
speak the language.

HILBERT
What does that - ?

MINKOWSKI
It means Eiffel's right. We can't 
do this. This isn't us. 

EIFFEL
Yup. Team What's Wrong with 
Handcuffs strikes again! 

HILBERT
Then what do you propose we do? 

BEAT. 

EIFFEL
Actually... I think I might have an 
idea. 

And off of that, we - 

CUT TO: 

INT. U.S.S. HEPHAESTUS - COMMUNICATIONS ROOM - 2 HOURS LATER

Eiffel by himself, at the comms controls. He plays with the 
radio, and we hear INTERFERENCE and STATIC from the system. 

MINKOWSKI
(from the door)

Can't sleep? 

He looks at her over his shoulder, then back at the comms. 

EIFFEL
Nah. Thought I'd see if there was 
anything good on the TV

He SHUTS OFF the radio. For a moment, they are silent. 
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EIFFEL (CONT’D)
Look, Commander I'm sorry that - 

MINKOWSKI
Eiffel, I owe you an apology for 
- 

EIFFEL
Oh, uh - 

MINKOWSKI
Sorry, you go - 

EIFFEL
No, no, please. 

She takes a DEEP BREATH. 

MINKOWSKI
I'm sorry for... for everything. I 
should have told you when I first 
found out. And how I reacted was... 
Hilbert was right - 

EIFFEL
Uhh, let's not say crazy things -

MINKOWSKI
No, he was! We have way too much to 
worry about without me being 
childish and petty about things 
that aren't my business. I'm sorry.

BEAT. 

EIFFEL
They are your business. Look: thank 
you for the apology. It means a 
lot, but... I should have told you. 
Maybe not right away, but... I 
should have told you. Or... at the 
very least I shouldn't have made 
fun of you for not telling us about 
your husband. 

MINKOWSKI
The thought did cross my mind... 

EIFFEL
(chuckles)

Yeah. I guess we're both kinda... 
not great at this whole... sharing 
thing. 

(BEAT)
I didn't want to be that person. 

(MORE)
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When Cutter got me out of jail, I 
felt like I was those mistakes. 
Like I was just those mistakes. 

MINKOWSKI
You're not. 

EIFFEL
And then the longer I didn't say 
anything, I felt like I was getting 
farther and farther away from that 
person and I... No. I should have 
told you. I'm sorry. 

MINKOWSKI
You have nothing to apologize for. 
Not to me. Friends? 

She's offering her hand. He looks at it... and smiles. 

EIFFEL
(shaking on it)

Sir, yes, sir.  

HERA
D'aawwwww. 

EIFFEL
Shut up, Hera. 

MINKOWSKI
Shut up, Hera. 

HERA
But the two of you are adorable. 

EIFFEL
Shut up, Hera. 

MINKOWSKI
Shut up, Hera.

HERA
Okay, okay. Shutting up. 

For a moment, they both just stare out the window. 

EIFFEL
Tomorrow's really gonna happen, 
isn't it? 

MINKOWSKI
Yeah, it is.

EIFFEL
Right... Let's make sure that all 
of us get through this, okay? 

BEAT. 

EIFFEL (CONT'D)
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HERA
We'll do our best, Eiffel. 

MINKOWSKI
Yeah. We'll do our best. 

Off of that encouraging sentiment, we - 

CUT TO:

INT. U.S.S. HEPHAESTUS - HIDDEN ROOM - 2 HOURS LATER 

Hilbert, alone in the room. We hear a BURST of MECHANICAL 
WHIRRING and an ELECTRICAL HUM. After that, there is a 
silence for a moment, followed by a HEAVY, WEARY BREATH. 

Then there is silence, until - 

LOVELACE
Feeling tempted?

HILBERT
Captain. I was just... 

LOVELACE
Yes? Just? 

BEAT. He doesn't have a good answer for her. 

LOVELACE (CONT’D)
You think we're going to lose. 

HILBERT
I think Eiffel and Minkowski are 
imbeciles. Whether we are going to 
win or lose, that I am still 
debating. 

LOVELACE
And if everything's so up in the 
air, maybe you get yourself a 
safeguard? Maybe you hop in the 
chair after all? 

He turns away from her, towards the machine. 

HILBERT
I am taking a terrible risk. 
Eiffel's plan - 

LOVELACE
- isn't half bad. And you know it. 

(BEAT)
(MORE)
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But it's a compromise, and you 
don't like those. Which got you 
thinking... 

HILBERT
I am always thinking, Isabel. 

LOVELACE
Mmm. If you did it, it's not like 
you'd get to come back, right? It's 
not like... they take your brain 
scan and, I don't know, turn it 
into an A.I. or something? 

HILBERT
Of course not. They would process 
my neural pathways and digitally 
extract whatever is useful, archive 
the rest. Most efficient use of 
resources. 

She moves around him, forcing him to face her.

LOVELACE 
So? What the hell is stopping you? 

HILBERT
I'm sorry? 

LOVELACE
Just get it over with, would you? 
Because I'm not having you dropping 
any balls tomorrow cause you're too 
busy pining for Dr. Frankenstein's 
La-Z Boy Recliner. If you need to 
do this thing, then just do it 
already. Go nuts! 

(slow, pointed:)
But whether or not I finally get 
off this station all depends on 
tomorrow, and I'm not gonna have 
you go weak sister on us just 
because you're too busy woulda-
coulda-shoulda-ing to get your head 
in the game! Do whatever you have 
to do... but then be done with it. 

HILBERT
Lovelace, I - 

LOVELACE
Nope. No more talking. Time to 
choose. 

LOVELACE (CONT'D)
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Hilbert's eyes flicker between Lovelace and the chair. 

LOVELACE (CON'T) (CONT’D)
What's it gonna be, Doc?

And off of that question, we -

CUT TO:

INT. U.S.S. HEPHAESTUS STATION - HALLWAY - 0900 HOURS 

The next day. Eiffel and Lovelace walk together. From 
overhead, we hear the P.A. CHIME. 

HERA
(over P.A.)

Good morning, everyone. Final tests 
on the psi wave regulator are 
scheduled to begin in five minutes. 
Colonel Kepler requests that all 
unessential crew members stay away 
from the hangar bay until testing 
is complete. Thank you. 

The P.A. CHIMES again. Eiffel takes a DEEP BREATH. 

EIFFEL
Here we go... 

LOVELACE
You ready? 

EIFFEL
Well, I'm not getting any readier. 

A DOOR OPENS, and they're joined by Hilbert and Minkowski. 

MINKOWSKI
All the equipment's in place.

HILBERT
Just need to position the targets. 

EIFFEL
Kepler should take care of that. We 
just need you guys and Hera to get 
the ball rolling.

MINKOWSKI
That we can do. 

There's a PAUSE. They all stop and look at each other. 
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EIFFEL
So... Any last words? All for one 
and one for all? We few, we happy 
few? Hakuna Matata? 

HERA
How about, "Nobody do anything too 
stupid?"

MINKOWSKI
Yeah, that sounds about right. 
Everybody? 

EIFFEL, LOVELACE, MINKOWSKI, HERA
Nobody do anything too stupid.

BEAT. 

EIFFEL
Commander, Doc, get to engineering. 
Hera will keep you connected as 
long as she can.  

LOVELACE
We'll give you the signal once 
they're off to the races. 

HILBERT
Aye, Captain. Watch your backs. 

LOVELACE
Yeah, you too. Break a leg, 
Minkowski.

MINKOWSKI
Yeah. Thanks.

EIFFEL
Good luck. See you on the other 
side. 

We hear a DOOR OPEN and CLOSE as Minkowski and Hilbert exit. 

EIFFEL (CONT’D)
All right then... 

(claps his hands)
it's showtime, folks! 

And with that, they head off, and we - 

CUT TO:
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INT. U.S.S. HEPHAESTUS STATION - HANGAR BAY - MINUTES LATER 

Kepler stands in front of the psi wave regulator. Jacobi and 
Maxwell tinker with different parts of the machine. 

KEPLER
How much longer?

MAXWELL
We are almost ready, sir. Just 
doing some final adjustments.

KEPLER
Get it done, double time. 

Behind them, a DOOR OPENS as Eiffel and Lovelace enter. 
Kepler turns around to see them.  

EIFFEL
Uh, sir? 

LOVELACE
Colonel? 

KEPLER
The hell are you two doing here? 

EIFFEL
Well - 

KEPLER
(holding up a finger)

And before you answer, remember: 
you both have very clear 
instructions on what you should be 
doing. None of them involve you 
being in the hangar bay. Therefore, 
I trust that whatever brings you 
here is nothing short of a 
situation of absolutely elephantine 
proportions. 

(BEAT)
How may I help you? 

EIFFEL
Uhh, well, sir, Doctor Bones said 
to ipso our facto over here at warp 
speeds or we'd all be - 

KEPLER
(at Lovelace)

You: same question, better answer.
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LOVELACE
Hilbert says there's something 
wrong with the power grid.

KEPLER
He does? 

LOVELACE
(sotto to Eiffel)

That's all you had to say. 
(normal)

Yes, sir. Hilbert has been 
monitoring the station's energy 
expenditure. Apparently this 
section of the Hephaestus is - 

LOVELACE (CONT’D)
- several gigajoules above the 
recommended levels for - 

EIFFEL
(V.O.)

All right. So here's my idea. 

Yep, we just heard Eiffel talk over Lovelace, and a moment 
later, with a transitional "WOOSH!", we - 

CUT TO:

INT. U.S.S. HEPHAESTUS STATION - SECRET ROOM - 2200 HOURS 
(FLASHBACK)

The previous night. Eiffel, Minkowski, Lovelace, and Hilbert 
together. Much discussion has occurred. 

EIFFEL
Stop me if you've heard this one 
before. So as far as openings for 
civil uprisings, we've got 
tomorrow. Which really means... 

MINKOWSKI
Tomorrow morning's equipment test.

EIFFEL
Bingo. Whatever the Mystery Machine 
does, Kepler and the Terrible Trio 
are hell bent on getting it running 
before E.T. phones home. Which 
makes their calibration test 
tomorrow morning - 

LOVELACE
- the perfect chance to do a bit of 
dividing and conquering. 
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EIFFEL
Ding-ding-ding, we have a winner. 

And off of that, with another WOOSH!, we - 

CUT BACK TO:

INT. U.S.S. HEPHAESTUS STATION - HANGAR BAY - 0910 HOURS 
(PRESENT)

Kepler is still talking to Eiffel and Lovelace.

KEPLER
Get to the point. 

LOVELACE
The point is that there's something 
wrong with the power grid. Sir. 

KEPLER
Jacobi...

Off of Kepler turning towards Jacobi, we - 

CUT TO: 

INT. U.S.S. HEPHAESTUS STATION - SECRET ROOM - 2200 HOURS 
(FLASHBACK)

EIFFEL
Everyone's gonna be tense... 

CUT BACK TO:

INT. U.S.S. HEPHAESTUS STATION - HANGAR BAY - 0910 HOURS 
(PRESENT)

JACOBI
There's nothing wrong with the 
power grid! 

KEPLER
Are... you... sure? 

JACOBI
Positive. 

CUT TO:

16.



INT. U.S.S. HEPHAESTUS STATION - SECRET ROOM - 2200 HOURS 
(FLASHBACK)

EIFFEL
Distracted... 

BACK TO:

INT. U.S.S. HEPHAESTUS STATION - HANGAR BAY - 0910 HOURS 
(PRESENT)

JACOBI
I installed all the modifications. 
I checked them, I double-checked 
them, and then I ran the entire 
system through a triple-check 
twenty-four hours ago.

CUT TO:

INT. U.S.S. HEPHAESTUS STATION - SECRET ROOM - 2200 HOURS 
(FLASHBACK)

EIFFEL
Chances are they might not notice 
some last second... 

HILBERT
Alterations. 

BACK TO:

INT. U.S.S. HEPHAESTUS STATION - HANGAR BAY - 0910 HOURS 
(PRESENT)

Kepler seems to tower ominously over Jacobi.

KEPLER
If it's - 

JACOBI
It's fine. 

KEPLER
But if it's not - 

JACOBI
It is. I'm sure. Sir, don't worry. 
Everything is going to be - 
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And that's when a FUSE BLOWS. We hear multiple systems 
immediately SHUT DOWN. 

BEAT. 

KEPLER
All right... so, what went wrong? 

JACOBI
I'm... not sure, sir. The 
electrical intake should have -

KEPLER
Oh, I didn't mean with the machine, 
I meant with that bag of cobwebs 
that you call a brain, you 
evolutionary backstep! 

JACOBI 
Sir, I made a mistake, I take full 
responsibility. If I could just 
speak for a moment without the 
blunt force trauma face - 

KEPLER
Oh, this isn't the blunt force 
trauma face.

(makes the necessary 
adjustment)

This is the blunt force trauma 
face.

JACOBI
(yikes)

I... see your point. But, sir, we 
can fix this. It's just gonna take 
a moment.

Off of that, we - 

CUT TO:

INT. U.S.S. HEPHAESTUS STATION - SECRET ROOM - 2200 HOURS 
(FLASHBACK)

LOVELACE
What about Maxwell? 

MINKOWSKI
I've got an idea. 

CUT BACK TO:
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INT. U.S.S. HEPHAESTUS STATION - HANGAR BAY - 0910 HOURS 
(PRESENT)

Kepler glares at Jacobi. 

KEPLER
Lets see what the person behind 
door number two has to say, shall 
we? 

(at Maxwell)
Doctor! Can you tell me what is 
wrong with our priority one 
equipment? 

MAXWELL
(nervous laugh)

Umm, yes, sir. It's just going to -

KEPLER
Tell me in the next twenty seconds, 
and you get Jacobi's job, Jacobi's 
room, and... a lovely set of steak 
knives - although you'll have to 
dig those out of Mr. Jacobi's 
incompetent corpse.  

Her DEVICE CHIRPS. She looks down at it. 

MAXWELL
Ahhh. It - it looks like the 
problem... was the power grid. 

JACOBI
No.

KEPLER
The power grid that Mr. Jacobi just 
personally assured me - ? 

JACOBI
Sir, I spent hours yesterday 
checking everything with that. It 
was fine! 

KEPLER
Does everything look fine, you 
jelly-brained piece of - ?

MAXWELL
Sir, Hera and I can run a 
diagnostic in just a moment. 

KEPLER
That right? 
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HERA
Yes, sir. We can handle that 
remotely.

Off of that, we - 

CUT TO:

INT. U.S.S. HEPHAESTUS STATION - SECRET ROOM - 2200 HOURS 
(FLASHBACK)

MINKOWSKI
Hera... you remember the big red 
cable? 

HERA
Oh. Oh, yes, Lieutenant. That could 
work.

CUT BACK TO:

INT. U.S.S. HEPHAESTUS STATION - HANGAR BAY - 0910 HOURS 
(PRESENT)

Various DIGITAL sounds as Hera runs the program. 

HERA
Processing diagnostic request on 
tech panel. Please wait. Forty 
percent... Sixty percent... 

CUT TO:

INT. U.S.S. HEPHAESTUS STATION - SECRET ROOM - 2200 HOURS 
(FLASHBACK)

LOVELACE
Wait, what's the big red cable do? 

HILBERT
Temporary interruption of A.I. 
neurological functioning, at a base 
processing level. 

EIFFEL
Translation? 

HERA
Forced crash, triggered from the 
engineering section. 
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MINKOWSKI
We wait for the right moment and...

CUT BACK TO:

INT. U.S.S. HEPHAESTUS STATION - HANGAR BAY - 0910 HOURS 
(PRESENT)

HERA
Processing... eighty percent... 
ninety per - ninety per - ninety 
per - ninety per - 

VROOOM... a massive device POWERS DOWN as Hera crashes. 

BEAT. We might hear a VEIN THROB in Kepler's forehead. 

EIFFEL
Ummm, guy? I think Hera just - 

KEPLER
Eiffel, when I want to hear from 
the IQ Elimination Department, I'll 
give you a buzz. Until then: shut 
the hell up! 

(turns around)
Maxwell: best excuse of your sad 
little existence. Go. 

MAXWELL
If - if I may... sir... 

KEPLER
You said this was under control. 

MAXWELL
I said I would try! But a mind 
isn't something that I can - 

KEPLER 
Yes, it is. And you know that. 

MAXWELL
Colonel, you can't simply expect 
a complicated problem to be 
solved -

JACOBI
Sir, I feel like there's more 
going on here than just -  

KEPLER
Quiet. 

There is quiet. 
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KEPLER (CONT'D)
Here is what is going to happen. 

CUT TO:

INT. U.S.S. HEPHAESTUS STATION - SECRET ROOM - 2200 HOURS 
(FLASHBACK)

HILBERT
First, he will send Maxwell to the 
bridge. 

CUT BACK TO:

INT. U.S.S. HEPHAESTUS STATION - HANGAR BAY - 0910 HOURS 
(PRESENT)

KEPLER
Doctor: get to the bridge. Get this 
A.I. running. Get it stable.

MAXWELL
Yes, sir. 

INT. U.S.S. HEPHAESTUS STATION - SECRET ROOM - 2200 HOURS 
(FLASHBACK)

EIFFEL
Then he'll send Jacobi to the tech 
wing, so that he can figure out 
what's wrong with the power grid. 

CUT BACK TO:

INT. U.S.S. HEPHAESTUS STATION - HANGAR BAY - 0910 HOURS 
(PRESENT)

KEPLER
Jacobi. Double time it over to the 
Tech wing. Figure out what the hell 
went wrong with your system, get it 
running again.

JACOBI 
Yes, sir. 
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KEPLER
Let me make this... abundantly 
clear: We are on the eve of the 
most important night of our tiny, 
insignificant lives. If we miss the 
opportunity because of your 
technical difficulties, it would 
be... very sad. 

(BEAT)
So fix this, or I WILL KILL YOU!

(BEAT)
Go. 

JACOBI
Yes, sir. 

MAXWELL
Yes, sir. 

CUT TO:

INT. U.S.S. HEPHAESTUS STATION - SECRET ROOM - 2200 HOURS 
(FLASHBACK)

The war council is still ongoing, a bit more weary. 

LOVELACE
So who do we take out? Kepler? 

EIFFEL
No. Kepler's a tactician, not a 
front-line soldier. Jacobi's a 
loose cannon, but even he's not 
packing H-Bombs every where he 
goes. The real problem - 

HERA
No. 

EIFFEL
Yes. The real problem is Maxwell. 
We can't have her turning you 
against us or this mutiny's over 
before it even starts. 

HERA
She won't do that, Eiffel. Doctor 
Maxwell understands better than 
anyone how much of a violation that 
would be. She would hate herself. 

HILBERT
That is exactly what she wants you 
to think. 
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MINKOWSKI
Hera... I don't think anyone can 
argue that Maxwell has shown 
herself to have good intentions - 

Eiffel SNORTS. 

MINKOWSKI (CONT'D)
... but... Eiffel has a point. She 
can change your programming. As 
long as she's around, there's a gun 
to your head.

There's a LONG BEAT. Finally - 

HERA
Promise you won't hurt her. 

There's WEARY SIGHS from Eiffel and Hilbert, but - 

MINKOWSKI
We promise. Okay, so we go after 
Maxwell first. 

HERA
Maxwell and Jacobi. At the same 
time. 

MINKOWSKI
Isn't that a bit - 

LOVELACE
No, it isn't. You haven't seen what 
he can do. Hera's right. Two teams, 
we'll take them out at the same 
time. Then we'll deal with Kepler.

EIFFEL
Okay, so we find them, corner 
them... and then what? 

HILBERT
There is always the na- 

MINKOWSKI
No. 

EIFFEL
How many times do we have to tell 
you, you can't solve your problems 
by just... Oh. Oh.

HILBERT
What? 
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EIFFEL
Well... we're not gonna solve this 
problem by blowing it up, but maybe 
we can solve it by... Do we still 
have any of that knockout gas? 

HERA
Actually... 

HILBERT
No. 

HERA
There's still two canisters of 
halothane gas wired to - 

HILBERT
No. Without Hera online we cannot 
control their release from a 
distance. We would have to activate 
them via short-range remote. 

MINKOWSKI
Not necessarily a deal-breaker. We 
can give each team one canister and 
one remote. Set one in the bridge -

CUT TO:

INT. U.S.S. HEPHAESTUS STATION - BRIDGE - 0700 HOURS 
(FLASHBACK)

Lovelace sets one canister on the inside of a console casing. 
It CHIRPS as it goes into "ARMED" mode. 

LOVELACE
Set. 

BACK TO:

INT. U.S.S. HEPHAESTUS STATION - SECRET ROOM - 2200 HOURS 
(FLASHBACK)

MINKOWSKI
Another one in the tech wing - 

CUT TO:
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INT. U.S.S. HEPHAESTUS STATION - BRIDGE - 0700 HOURS 
(FLASHBACK)

Hilbert sets one canister of gas on the backside of a control 
column. Again, it CHIRPS as it gets "ARMED." 

HILBERT
Set. 

Off of that, we - 

CUT BACK TO:

INT. U.S.S. HEPHAESTUS STATION - SECRET ROOM - 2200 HOURS 
(FLASHBACK)

MINKOWSKI
It's a plan. Hilbert and I will 
wait in the tech wing and 
neutralize Jacobi. Lovelace, you 
and Eiffel will go after Maxwell. 

CUT  TO:

INT. U.S.S. HEPHAESTUS STATION - HANGAR BAY - 0910 HOURS 
(PRESENT)

A DOOR OPENS as Eiffel and Lovelace - 

KEPLER
And where... do the two of you 
think you're going? 

They stop dead in their tracks. Slowly, they turn around.

EIFFEL
Uh... 

KEPLER
I don't recall giving you leave to 
go anywhere. Is there... something 
that I'm keeping you from?

EIFFEL
Uh... no? 

He approaches them. His eyes go from one... to the other.

There's a LONG BEAT, before, finally - 
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KEPLER
Please tell Doctor Hilbert that... 
I appreciate him keeping an eye on 
the station systems. And that he 
should let me know if... anything 
else looks amiss. Understood? 

LOVELACE
Yes, sir. 

KEPLER
Good. Dismissed. 

EIFFEL
Yes, sir. 

They cross the doorway into - 

INT. U.S.S. HEPHAESTUS STATION - HALLWAY - CONTINUOUS 

And quickly SHUT the DOOR behind them. KA-THUNK. 

BEAT. 

And then they EXHALE MASSIVE SIGHS OF RELIEF. 

EIFFEL
That was... too close. 

LOVELACE
Yep. 

EIFFEL
At the end there, he was kinda... 
You... you don't think he suspects 
anything, right? 

LOVELACE
In for a penny, in for a pound. 

EIFFEL
Love hanging with you, Captain.

He hits a COMMS SWITCH, and leans into the receiver. 

EIFFEL (CONT'D)
Team Science Eagle? 

And with a WHIP, we - 

CUT TO:
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INT. U.S.S. HEPHAESTUS STATION - ENGINEERING SECTION - 
MEANWHILE

Hilbert and Minkowski perk up at the sound of the comm.

EIFFEL
(over comms)

This is Team Awesome. Thank you for 
your lovely diversion. Targets are 
on the move, phase two is a-go. 

MINKOWSKI
(into comms)

Copy that - 
(rolling her eyes)

- Team Awesome. En route to the 
Tech Wing now. Over and out. 

HILBERT
So far, so good. 

MINKOWKSI
Yeah. So far. C'mon... 

And off of that, we - 

CUT TO:

INT. U.S.S. HEPHAESTUS STATION - CORRIDOR - 10 MINUTES LATER 

Eiffel and Lovelace, in the corridor outside the bridge. 
Eiffel is TYPING into a small console. Through the wall, in 
the other room, we hear Maxwell TINKERING with Hera's 
mainframe. 

EIFFEL
Okay, just one more moment and - 

Lovelace brusquely GRABS HIS FACE, shutting him up. 

LOVELACE
(low, deadly)

Maxwell is on the other side of 
that wall. Maxwell. Has. Ears. 
Keep... your... goddamm... voice 
down. Got it?

She's still holding his face when he muddles out - 

EIFFEL
(low, whisper)

Gohd... id... 
(she releases)

(MORE)
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I think... I've got the overhead 
cam for the bridge. 

LOVELACE
Good. 

They lean into the console. Lovelace TAPS the screen. 

LOVELACE (CONT'D)
Gas canister's in that console. We 
should wait til she gets closer. 

EIFFEL
And then? 

Lovelace holds up the canister's remote trigger. 

LOVELACE
I hit the remote. The gas goes off. 
Pop goes the weasel. 

And with a WHIP!, we - 

CUT TO:

INT. U.S.S. HEPHAESTUS STATION - TECH WING - MEANWHILE

A DOOR CRACKS OPEN... 

MINKOWSKI
Okay... 

The DOOR SWINGS OPEN. Minkowski and Hilbert step through. 

MINKOWSKI (CONT'D) 
Coast is clear. Looks like we beat 
Jacobi. 

HILBERT
Good. Gas canister is behind that 
control column. We should find a 
vantage point from which we can 
monitor the proceedings.

And with another WHIP!, we - 

CUT BACK TO:

INT. U.S.S. HEPHAESTUS STATION - CORRIDOR - MEANWHILE

Eiffel and Lovelace lean over the console, watching Maxwell. 

EIFFEL (CONT'D)
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EIFFEL
Okay, how about now? 

LOVELACE
No. Let her get a bit closer...

Through the wall we hear Maxwell working. 

EIFFEL
Okay... how about - 

LOVELACE
Wait for it. 

We faintly hear Maxwell TYPING, SOLDERING... 

EIFFEL
Captain... 

Lovelace's finger's on the trigger... 

LOVELACE
Just... a little... bit... 

Aaand... CLICK. 

BEAT. 

We still hear Maxwell working. 

EIFFEL
Oh Goddammit... 

LOVELACE
You... have got to be kidding me. 

CLICK! CLICK! CLICK! Still nothing. 

CLANG! Lovelace throws away the remote. 

LOVELACE (CONT’D)
Stupid piece of... 

EIFFEL
No gas? 

LOVELACE
No gas. Ugh... fine. Onto Plan B. 

EIFFEL
Uh... what's Plan B? 

Lovelace takes SOMETHING HEAVY out of her pocket. 
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LOVELACE
We sneak up on Maxwell and hit her 
with this wrench. More than one way 
to pop a weasel. 

EIFFEL
Oh God. Hera's gonna kill us... 

WHIP! We - 

CUT TO:

INT. U.S.S. HEPHAESTUS STATION - TECH CORRIDOR - MEANWHILE

Minkowski and Hilbert, in their hiding spot.

MINKOWSKI
What is taking him so long...? 

HILBERT
Commander... I am glad that I have 
you alone for a moment. 

MINKOWSKI
Hilbert, you really think this is 
the best time to - ?

HILBERT
Yes. This is important. Eiffel's 
plan has come together so far, but 
if the next phase does not  - 

MINKOWSKI
What makes you think it would not - 

HILBERT
Because it is a plan and it is on 
this station and it is from Eiffel. 
Mathematical probability says that 
we have to talk about what may 
happen next.

MINKOWSKI
What are you saying? 

WHIP! And we - 

CUT TO:
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INT. U.S.S. HEPHAESTUS STATION - BRIDGE - MEANWHILE

Maxwell works on the various consoles. TYPING here... 
ADJUSTING CONTROLS over there... 

MAXWELL
Hera... I know that you need time, 
but this is not the day for this. 
If you don't - 

CREEEEEEAK. 

Maxwell turns around: what was that? She looks around. 
Nobody's there. Nothing seems amiss. Oookay... 

After a moment she resumes her work. TYPING... 

MAXWELL (CONT’D)
(low, to herself)

If I reconnect your back up 
processor to the central processor, 
that may help to avoid any - 

CLANG! Again, Maxwell turns around. 

MAXWELL (CONT’D)
Hello? 

(BEAT)
Hello? Is anyone there? 

BEAT. The station CREAKS. 

MAXWELL (CONT’D)
Oookay... let's just get this done. 

Slowly, she turns back to her work, and, with a WHIP!, we - 

CUT BACK TO:

INT. U.S.S. HEPHAESTUS STATION - TECH WING - MEANWHILE

Hilbert and Minkowski, still in hiding. 

HILBERT
What I am saying is that we are 
facing an opponent that is not 
going to hesitate to kill us. We 
cannot afford to give them any 
advantage by - 

MINKOWSKI
Hilbert, stop. This is wrong. 
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HILBERT
No, you need to hear this. It is a 
likely possibility that the only 
way off this station may be - 

MINKOWSKI
No, I mean - this. Something is 
wrong. He should be here by now. If 
Jacobi's not here, then where the 
hell is he? 

As Hilbert realizes how right Minkowski is, WHIP! and we - 

CUT BACK TO:

INT. U.S.S. HEPHAESTUS STATION - BRIDGE - MEANWHILE 

Maxwell is still at the controls. 

MAXWELL
Hold on Hera... I'm almost done... 
Just... one... more... 

And that moment - 

WHAM! The DOOR FLIES OPEN and SLAMS AGAINST THE WALL. 

Maxwell EXCLAIMS in surprise, and turns around to find Eiffel 
and Lovelace, barely feet away from her. 

Eiffel and Lovelace both EXCLAIM in surprise, turn around 
towards the door, and find - 

JACOBI
Well, well, well... What have we 
got here...?

EIFFEL
Uh... 

MAXWELL
Ja - Eiffel? Captain? When did you - 
what are you doing here? 

EIFFEL
Well... 

JACOBI
Oh, it looks like they were very 
quietly approaching you, Maxwell. 
From behind. With a very... 
heavy... wrench. 
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EIFFEL
Oh... that's just... it's just...

LOVELACE
Aren't you supposed to be 
somewhere, Jacobi? 

JACOBI
You know, it's funny... lots of 
things that aren't supposed to be 
here are turning up in the bridge 
today. Me... you...

He holds up an object. Eiffel and Lovelace both blanche. 

JACOBI (CONT'D)
This armed canister of halothane 
gas. Good thing I found this, or... 
things might have gotten a bit... 
ugly. Neither one of you would 
happen to know how that wound up 
here, would you? 

EIFFEL
(sooo nervous)

Psssssshhhhhh... who? Us? 

Eiffel LAUGHS the nervous laugh of the incredibly guilty. 

After a moment, Jacobi joins in the LAUGHTER sarcastically. 

EIFFEL
Well... well... you see... the - 
the thing about knockout gas is - 

LOVELACE
Eiffel, shut up. 

(BEAT)
All right. We're here. What are you 
going to do about it? 

JACOBI
(chuckles)

Me? Oh, I'm not going to do 
anything. Captain. But... 
Maxwell... 

Lovelace turns arou - CLANG! It's loud and awful. Metal on 
skull. Lovelace COLLAPSES - unconscious. 

JACOBI (CONT'D)
I think that Maxwell's gonna sneak 
up behind you and hit you with a 
very heavy wrench. Night-night. 
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EIFFEL
(nervous laughter)

Uh... uh, I don't... suppose 
there's any chance that we could 
about this over a nice - 

CLANG! Eiffel slumps over. Unconscious. Maxwell LETS OUT a 
WEARY SIGH as she stands over them. 

JACOBI
You all right? 

MAXWELL
Yeah. You?

JACOBI
Fine. Welp... Looks like we're 
doing this. Wasn't sure they were 
gonna have it in them. 

MAXWELL
Kepler was right... they were 
getting jumpy about the contact 
event. 

JACOBI
Ah well. It's not like any of them 
were gonna make it back to Earth 
anyway. Let's get these two back to 
the Colonel. 

MAXWELL
Hang on. Let me just... 

She goes back to the controls, INPUTS some commands. After a 
moment, we hear the SYSTEM POWER UP as Hera REBOOTS. 

HERA
(robot voice)

System reboot complete. 
Reinitializing personality matr -

There's an ELECTRICAL CRACKLE and - 

HERA (CONT'D)
(normal)

Yes, okay, okay. I'm back. How did 
everything - 

MAXWELL
Hera? I just want you to know that 
I'm sorry in advance, okay? 
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HERA
Uh, sorry for - whoa, what the hell 
happened while I was - 

But at that moment, something happens. An ELECTRIC SIGNAL 
runs through the system. Hera GLITCHES BADLY as she says - 

HERA (CONT'D)
Ah! What the hell are you - ? 

Hera GROANS, as if in great physical duress. 

MAXWELL
No, no, shh... don't struggle. It's 
only going to make this harder. 

For a moment the electrical signal RUNS, and then... DING! 

MAXWELL 
(softly)

If it makes you feel better... by 
the time I'm done, you're not going 
to remember any of this, okay? 

(normal)
Hera, run a security lockdown 
protocol throughout the station. 

And when Hera says - 

HERA
Yes... Doctor Maxwell. 

It sounds like every word is being forced out of her. 

MAXWELL
And please pinpoint the location of 
Lieutenant Minkowski and Doctor 
Hilbert, if you would be so kind. 

HERA
Yes... Doctor Maxwell. 

Maxwell turns away from the console and towards Jacobi. 

JACOBI
You good? 

MAXWELL
Yep. I'm done. 

JACOBI
Great. Lets go be monsters. 
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