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START EPISODE 48. 

BEGIN RECORDING: 

It begins slow, distant... First WOODWINDS. Then a HARP. 
Finally... BRASS. Dulled and distant, with patches of 
INTERFERENCE. 

It's quickly apparent that we are listening to a recording. 
And then, just as the music is reaching a crescendo: 

VOICE
Good evening, everybody. 

It's a new voice, a woman. Someone we haven't met before.

VOICE (CONT'D) 
Tonight's program is the Waltz of 
the Flowers, from Pyotr 
Tchaikovsky's The Nutcracker. 
Please enjoy the musical 
accompaniment over our briefing. 

We hear her CRACK HER KNUCKLES, and OPEN A FILE. 

VOICE (CONT'D) 
First things first. Procyon is 
still flaring for the next thirty-
six hours. That means protocol C 
for the duration. If you haven't 
already spoken to Dr. Gillan about 
the precautions that are in effect, 
you should do so immediately. 

Secondly, just because I know that 
rumors have already started flying - 
yes, Doctor Smith and Officer Tate 
were caught outside during the  
initial flare. We have a 
malfunctioning airlock hatch to 
thank for that. Fortunately, 
Lieutenant Oswin was able to stage 
a successful S and R operation. All 
three are back on board the ship, 
although they are going to remain 
under observation in the medical 
wing for the next few days. 

She SHUTS the FILE. 



VOICE (CONT'D)
That is all for now. Stay alert 
until we get through this storm, 
and please report it to your 
superiors. Report it promptly, 
okay, Grayson? We don't want 
another Barnard incident... 

All right, that is all for tonight. 
Tomorrow... a selection of Holst, 
and some Saint-Saenz, so there's 
something to look forward to. Enjoy 
the remainder of our musical 
program.

The MUSIC SWELLS, building, finally reaching a - 

CLICK! 

That was the switch on the recorder we've been listening to. 
EVERYTHING STOPS. After a SILENT BEAT - 

KEPLER
Ladies and gentlemen... 

And it suddenly becomes clear that we are in - 

INT. U.S.S. HEPHAESTUS STATION - BRIDGE - 2100 HOURS 

Everyone gathered together. Kepler stands next to one of the 
consoles, manning the controls with his remaining good hand. 
Eiffel, Minkowski, and Lovelace stand on the side. Jacobi 
hovers towards the back, handcuffed to one of the walls. 

KEPLER
... allow me to introduce Elizabeth 
Zhang, Commander of the U.S.S. 
Tiamat. 

EIFFEL
The Tia-what? 

KEPLER
Tiamat. The ninth deep space 
exploration mission launched by the 
Wright-Goddard Aeronautics Company. 

EIFFEL
And let me guess: didn't go well? 
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HERA
Official company records say that 
the Tiamat disappeared after 392 
days of travel. It was never found. 

KEPLER
That's the official story. 

LOVELACE
And off the record? 

KEPLER 
It took some doing, but a salvage 
team was able to recover the 
partial remains of the Tiamat from 
the orbit around Procyon. 

EIFFEL
Ugh, tell me this isn't another 
tragic story of you people sending 
someone really nice to die really, 
really far from away from home? 

KEPLER
What this is, Officer Eiffel, is 
the best source of intel we have. 
This is First Contact.

HERA
Wait a minute - the Tiamat 
disappeared in 1978. You've known 
about alien life for decades? Why 
don't more people know about this? 

KEPLER
All in good time. The Tiamat's 
second mission, the one in which it 
disappeared, remains one of the 
most remote we've ever done. 
Records suggest that - 

EIFFEL
Who. Cares. 

MINKOWSKI
Eiffel - 

EIFFEL
No - really. Why are we wasting our 
time with this stuff? 

MINKOWSKI
(we've been over this)

Eiffel... 
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EIFFEL
Shouldn't we be - 

LOVELACE
It's intel, Eiffel. Never a bad 
thing to have. Don't you want to 
know why - 

EIFFEL
No, I've fallen for that trap 
before. That's how they get you. 
"Oooh, don't you want to know? Pull 
up a chair, lets listen to these 
old records! Lets get really 
invested!" And before you know it's 
been another year and you're still 
here. In this pit. With all these 
snakes. In the snake-filled pit 
with all the explosions and then - 

LOVELACE
OKAY! I think we got the metaphor.  

JACOBI
Jeez, what's up with you people? 

MINKOWSKI
Quiet. 

JACOBI
Is there a reason you're even more 
friggin' tense than usual? 

LOVELACE
Not that it's any of your business, 
but we did the - 

EIFFEL
Well don't tell him! 

LOVELACE
Oh, what's he gonna do? Hate us in 
a more absolute away from his cell? 

(back to Jacobi)
We did the damage assessment on the 
ship and the station. And there's a 
problem. 

HERA
Starboard engine's not turning on. 
Its coil compressor broke in the 
turbulence. 
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MINKOWSKI
Main engine's compensating, but it 
can only do so much. We're losing 
ground. In about sixteen days we're  
gonna be past the red line.

JACOBI
And what, you don't have another 
compressor? 

HERA
We have exactly one working coil 
compressor left. It just happens... 

LOVELACE
... to be one of the pieces we need 
to fix the Urania's engine. There's 
the dilemma. 

MINKOWSKI
We can keep the Hephaestus in orbit 
or get the Urania space-worthy. 

EIFFEL
And in what crazy parallel 
dimensions is that a dilemma? 

LOVELACE
Eiffel - 

EIFFEL
We're getting the Urania fixed and 
getting out of here, right Captain? 

This is clearly a point of tension. 

LOVELACE
It's not that easy. Whatever we 
decide, we're giving up one of the 
crafts. I'm not making that call 
for everyone. We're voting, and 
we're not doing anything until we 
have a unanimous decision. 

EIFFEL
Fine, lets v- 

LOVELACE
No. We're not gonna make an 
informed decision until we know as 
much as we can about what the hell 
has been going on here. 
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EIFFEL
Why? 

LOVELACE
Because I'm the Captain, that's 
why. That call I will make. 

(BEAT)
Kepler, how does your story end? 

KEPLER
Kaboom ever after. 

That gets their attention. Everyone's heads turn back towards 
Kepler. 

KEPLER (CONT'D) 
They found enough of the central 
computer to confirm that the Tiamat 
been set to self-destruct. Full 
command authorization. 

MINKOWSKI
The Commander did it? Why? 

KEPLER
So glad you asked. Shall we? 

CLICK! The RECORDER ENGAGES and a new RECORDING BEGINS with a 
BURST OF STATIC: 

ZHANG
Umm, this is - 

(clears throat)
This is an emergency transmission 
from the U.S.S. Tiamat to Mission 
Command. Commander Elizabeth Zhang 
transmitting.

She sounds very hesitant. Halting. 

ZHANG (CONT'D) 
This... this message should be 
forwarded to Mission Director 
Richardson, and to Communications 
Director Keller. 

Sirs I - I hope you're doing well. 
I... I know what I am about to say 
is going to sound... strange. But, 
I have... verified the facts with  
my crew, and... well, if this is 
some form of delusion, it is  
affecting everyone on the ship.

(deep breath)
(MORE)
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There is, uh, no easy way to say 
this, so... all right. In my 
previous report I mentioned that 
Doctor Smith, Lieutenant Oswin, and 
Officer Tate were all quarantined 
due to exposure to radiation. 
Today, at approximately 2300 hours, 
I found all three of them in the 
ship's bridge. They claimed to have  
no memories of the quarantine 
order. But... 

This is difficult for her. She SWALLOWS hard. 

ZHANG (CONT'D)
When I returned to the medical 
facility, I found... I found Tate, 
Smith, and Oswin already inside the 
facility. There... there appear to 
be two of each person present. 

There has been a lot of, umm, 
confusion on the matter. We are 
evaluating all six men - Doctor 
Gillan is performing a medical 
examination, and Doctor Clarke is 
performing a full psych eval. She 
says that as far as she can tell, 
each... version of each person has 
the exact same memories.  They all 
think they're the original. And she 
doesn't think they're lying. 

I - um, for the time being, we are 
containing all of the... subjects, 
I suppose, but... we're going to 
need the manpower sooner or later. 
Well, sooner, really. 

(very hesitant)
Sirs I... I will follow your lead 
on this, and I don't want to raise 
any alarms prematurely, but... this 
might be a Theta Scenario. I... 
can't think of what else could 
cause this. 

(BEAT)
I await further instructions. 

The message ENDS with another BURST of STATIC. Kepler turns 
off the recorder - CLICK! 

KEPLER 
None of these transmissions ever 
reached Canaveral. 

ZHANG (CONT'D) 

(MORE)
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They were all recovered by the 
salvage team after the fact. 

MINKOWSKI
What did she just say? What's a 
Theta Scenario? 

KEPLER
Code for extraterrestrial contact. 
Highest ranking member of each crew 
was briefed on the possibility. 

Lovelace and Minkowski exchange a look: huh? 

LOVELACE
Uhh, I never got that briefing. 

MINKOWSKI
Neither did I... 

KEPLER
Well, no. Both of your crews had 
Hilbert on them. 

LOVELACE
I outranked Hilbert. We both did. 

KEPLER
Well... officially. 

Lovelace and Minkowski exchange another - indignant - look. 

MINKOWSKI
Excuse me? 

EIFFEL
Yes, what a great thing to focus 
on! All right, so Us Oh-Point-Oh 
were also getting their crew 
members xeroxed. 

LOVELACE
Are you actively trying to be as 
insensitive as you can? 

EIFFEL
I'm trying to move this along. 

HERA
It's not quite the same, though. 
There's more than one duplicate. 

KEPLER  (CONT'D)
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MINKOWSKI
And it sounds like those just 
turned up inside the station. You 
had your shuttle, Captain. What 
accounts for the differences? 

KEPLER
(shrug)

May be as simple as different 
stars, different behaviors. We 
don't know. 

JACOBI
But you have a theory, don't you? 

(BEAT)
There's always a theory. There's 
always that special way you put two 
and two together. C'mon. Show us 
how smart you are.

Kepler's eyes narrow. He didn't actually want to, but... 

KEPLER
There is a... call it an educated 
guess. 

JACOBI
Shocker. 

KEPLER
We think it might have something to 
do with exposure to unusual stellar 
activity. 

JACOBI
What does that even - ? Okay, so 
what? Like if we were around for a - 
Oh. Goddamit... 

EIFFEL
What? What just happened?

KEPLER
Like if you were outside when a 
flare hit, for example. 

JACOBI
Which I was. 

MINKOWSKI
And which... you were, Eiffel. 
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EIFFEL
What? No I was n - oh god, you're 
right, I totally was. 

KEPLER
We think they utilize the flares as 
an information-gathering tool. 
Think high power scanner. 

EIFFEL
Oh, for God's - you're telling me 
all this started because I went 
outside to play while the weather 
was bad?! 

KEPLER
That's a theory. 

LOVELACE
I was never outside during a flare. 

HERA
No, but your shuttle was consumed 
by the star. That may be even more 
effective in terms of gathering 
information. 

MINKOWSKI
It'd explain why they were also 
able to put together your shuttle. 

LOVELACE
I don't know, that still doesn't 
make all the sense in the - 

EIFFEL
(fed up)

Yeah, of course it doesn't. 

MINKOWSKI
(sit down)

Eiffel - 

EIFFEL
No, c'mon Commander. We've been on 
this merry-go-round. It only ever 
kinda makes sense, and it gets 
sorta explained, but the recording 
cuts out right before the good bit. 

(BEAT)
I want a vote. 

LOVELACE
Eiffel...
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EIFFEL
I want a vote. I think we all just 
want to get the hell out of here. 
If I'm right, we go fix the 
Urania's engine. If I'm not, we 
listen to more of the Twilight Zone 
Tapes. Cool? 

LOVELACE
(rolling her eyes)

Oh, all right. Fine. 

JACOBI
Uh, do I get a - ? 

EIFFEL, MINKOWSKI, LOVELACE, HERA
NO. 

EIFFEL
All right, uh... by show of hands, 
I guess? All in favor of fixing the 
Urania and getting outta here? 

There's a shuffle as some hands rise. 

EIFFEL (CONT'D)
(not pleased)

And... all in favor of staying 
here? 

Hands go down and hands go up. 

EIFFEL (CONT'D)
And... uh... all those without 
hands? 

HERA
(pointed)

I was wondering when you'd get 
there. 

EIFFEL
Sorry? How would you have - ?

HERA
I vote stay. 

LOVELACE
That's me and you in favor of 
leaving, Minkowski and Hera in 
favor of staying. On we go.

EIFFEL
What are you two even - ?
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LOVELACE
Hey! Did you have the votes? No.

(BEAT)
Kepler, play the next tape. Lets 
keep going. 

Kepler hits the recorder - CLICK!

ZHANG
This is an emergency transmission 
from the U.S.S. Tiamat to Mission 
Command. Commander Elizabeth Zhang 
transmitting. Forward message to 
mission control and communication. 

She sounds worn-down. Like she hasn't slept in days. 

ZHANG (CONT'D) 
We are still awaiting further 
instructions. If - if you are 
getting this message, we have not 
received any communications in the 
last three months. 

I made a judgment call. On Owsin, 
Tate, and Smith. Gillan and Clarke 
both agreed: both versions of each 
person were physically identical, 
and each believed they were the 
original. Psych parameters were in 
the green... barely. And we... we 
needed the manpower. So I put them 
back to work. All six of them. 

She stops for a moment. LAUGHS a small, bitter laugh. 

ZHANG (CONT'D)
It was another flare. We knew the 
first ones were coming but... this 
one came out of nowhere. It 
overloaded the engines, caused an 
explosion. Oswin, Tate, and - well, 
an Oswin, and a Tate, and a Smith 
were in the engine room. They were 
caught in the blast, instantly 
killed. 

But... God, I know how this is 
going to sound. 

(BEAT, collects herself:)
The Oswin and the Smith came back. 
I... I don't have any other way of 
putting it. 

(MORE)
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Eighteen hours after the accident, 
there was another flare and the 
bodies just... 

(how to explain this?)
... remade themselves. Poor Clarke 
was there, she saw it all. She 
can't stop shaking. 

Doctor Gillan is examining them 
now, but... they're back. They're 
alive again. And... Tate isn't.

She can't go on for a moment. Then - 

ZHANG (CONT'D)
Which means we now know who are the 
originals. And that... the Tate 
that's still alive... isn't. They 
aren't taking that well. None of 
them are. Clarke is doing her best, 
but, I know her - she's in no 
condition to be doing psych work. 

She takes a DEEP BREATH. 

ZHANG (CONT'D)
There's more. After the explosion, 
the engines were badly damaged. We 
have enough propulsion to stay in 
orbit, but not enough to achieve 
escape velocity. We're... 
effectively stranded here. I've 
started to ration the food, but... 
we have three -

(catches herself)
- two additional mouths to feed. 
I'm having the crew finish up their 
experiments, but it's mostly to 
give them something to do. 

If you are receiving this, please 
send assistance. Tiamat Actual, 
out. 

A BURST OF STATIC as the transmission ends. Kepler CLICKS OFF 
THE RECORDER.

MINKOWSKI
Jesus... 

KEPLER
Hell of a story, isn't it? 

Eiffel raises his hand. 

ZHANG (CONT'D)
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KEPLER (CONT'D)
Eiffel? You got a question? 

EIFFEL
Yeah... so here's what I don't get: 

(turns to Minkowski)
You're voting to stay here? 

LOVELACE
Hey! 

EIFFEL
What the hell is wrong with you?!? 

LOVELACE 
HEY! Cool it, Eiffel. 

EIFFEL
Oh, sure, sure, excuse me. 

(exaggerated cool)
What, if you will, the hell is 
wrong with you? 

HERA
Cut it out. 

EIFFEL
No, really, Minkowski: what's going 
on in that head of yours? 

Minkowski EXHALES. 

MINKOWSKI
I'm not saying stay here forever. 
But... I don't think we can leave 
with everything up in the air. We 
have a right to know what's been 
happening for the last three years. 

EIFFEL
Yeah, and I have a right to get 
home before Goddard finishes 
dissecting my family! 

MINKOWSKI
(snapping)

Well how do you think I - ?! 

She stops herself, TAKING A DEEP BREATH. After a BEAT - 

EIFFEL
(say it)

What? 
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MINKOWSKI
I... I can't, Eiffel. After 
everything that happened... I don't 
know how I can go home.

(BEAT)
If we leave now, before we figure 
all this out, then it's all been 
for nothing. I... I can't do that. 

EIFFEL
So my people have to suffer because 
you can't face yours? 

MINKOWSKI
And what exactly are you going to 
do to help when you get home? Well? 

They both stare at each other for a BEAT, seething. And then 
they both EXHALE, turning away from the other. 

KEPLER 
So... any other questions? 

(a hand rises)
Jacobi? 

JACOBI
So... Cutter, and whatever other 
big wigs back at Canaveral, they 
knew about the alien duplicates' 
ability to regenerate themselves.  
Was that the whole point of this 
thing? Is that what we're after 
here? Some way to apply that 
ability to humans? 

KEPLER
No, although that possibility's 
done wonders when it comes to 
getting the budget office to - 

EIFFEL
Can we please not talk about the 
budget office? Who cares?

KEPLER
Of all people, Eiffel? You should. 

Eiffel blinks: huh?

KEPLER (CONT'D)
Remind me, Eiffel... about a year 
ago, you came down with a bad case 
of respiratory failure, didn't you? 
How did you get through that? 
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EIFFEL
Hilbert treated me, and, uh... 

LOVELACE
And you got a blood transfusion. 
From me. That's where he's going.

KEPLER
How do you think you survived that 
attack? Or the two hundred days you 
were stranded in space?

EIFFEL
But the Decima started to - 

KEPLER
(chuckles)

Don't tell me you actually believed 
that crap. Hilbert needed to 
believe that was the reason your 
health was improving. Why do you 
think I terminated the program? 
Couldn't have him figuring out what 
was really going on, could I?

EIFFEL
So - I'm sort of - 

KEPLER
You really think you did it all by 
yourself? You think that's just 
blood running through your veins?

Kepler smiles at Eiffel, who can't help but shudder a bit. 

MINKOWSKI
(lets change the subject)

All right, so you're not here for 
the medical benefits. Why are you 
here, then? What's the point? 

KEPLER
That's complicated. Contact with 
another technologically mature 
species could represent a paradigm 
shift in - 

JACOBI
He doesn't know. 

(off Kepler's look)
Well? Do you? After a while, you 
kinda figure out how to tell when 
he's just enjoying the sound of his 
own voice. 
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BEAT. 

KEPLER
There are components of this 
mission that are strictly need-to-
know. Even for me. 

(BEAT)
Shall we? 

CLICK! We go into a new recording: 

ZHANG
This is an emergency transmission 
from the U.S.S. Tiamat. Commander 
Elizabeth Zhang transmitting. 

Sirs, things have... they have 
continued to deteriorate. It's been 
four weeks since the engines 
breakdown. Supplies are low. Morale 
is low. I, uh... 

(DEEP BREATH)
The duplicates are are falling 
apart. Mentally. Clarke says 
they're all unraveling. She's one 
to talk, but... yesterday the 
duplicate Oswin put a gun to his 
head. Said they were tired of... 
well, everything. But it didn't 
work. Two days later there was 
another flare from Procyon and they 
just... came back. Again. Clearly 
whatever. or whoever, sent them 
doesn't care about what they want. 

I wonder if they care about what we 
want. 

There's, umm, there's more. The 
crew is -  

CRRRSSSSSH! There's a BURST OF STATIC, consuming Zhang's 
voice. After a moment, Kepler turns off the recorder. CLICK! 

EIFFEL
What, that's it? 

KEPLER
That's it for that one. All the 
salvage team could recover.

(BEAT)
I don't want to put too fine a 
point on it, but Commander Zhang is 
right. 

(MORE)
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There's a lot we don't know about 
these beings. It's unclear how much 
control the creators exert over the 
duplicates, or at least- 

LOVELACE
If there's something on your mind, 
you should just say it already. 

Kepler fixes her with look, thinking. Then - 

KEPLER
You voted to leave. To return to 
Earth. You sure that's a good idea? 

LOVELACE
Oh I'm so touched by your concern. 
But I can make my own damn choice. 

KEPLER
Can you, though? 

(BEAT)
Are you sure that it's you that 
made the choice? Less than two days 
ago you were speaking words that 
weren't your own. How can you - ?

MINKOWSKI
Because her eyes aren't made out of 
fire, that's how. It wasn't exactly 
subtle.

KEPLER
Maybe. But... these are beings who 
seem capable of altering the fabric 
of time and space. Maybe they're 
always in control, and they've made 
it so you can't tell. What if 
everything you think you're doing 
for yourself is just our friends 
out there pulling strings? What if 
your thoughts aren't your own?

HERA
You want to drop this. 

KEPLER
I think we need - 

HERA
What makes you think what I just 
said was open to discussion? 

There's a LONG, SILENT, UNCOMFORTABLE BEAT after that.

KEPLER (CONT'D)
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EIFFEL
What about you, Hera?

HERA
I can assure you, Eiffel, my 
thoughts are - 

EIFFEL
No, I mean... why are you voting to 
stay up here? 

Hera LAUGHS mirthlessly. 

HERA
Oh, Eiffel... Let me answer your 
question with a question. Why do I 
want to go back to Earth? What's 
there for me? 

EIFFEL
Well, you... 

There now follows the resounding silence of a fool not 
knowing how to finish a sentence. 

HERA
Yeah: exactly. You know, I love you 
guys, but I swear to God, you need 
to get it through your heads that 
what goes for you doesn't always go 
for me. 

(BEAT)
Look, I know Earth is your home,  
but... Every day that I was there 
was scientists experimenting on me, 
and hurting me, and changing me. 
Until Goddard Futuristics deigned 
to send me up here. And sure, up 
here isn't great, but I'll take it 
over down there. 

EIFFEL
It doesn't have to be that way. 

HERA
Oh, doesn't it? Tell me more. But 
before you answer, remember: my 
brain is the size of a house. 
Mobility might be an issue.

(BEAT: no answer)
I know what's waiting for me back 
there. 
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MINKOWSKI
But Hera... with Lovelace's 
shuttle, you were upset you 
wouldn't be able to come with us.

HERA
Yeah, of course I was! Because I 
was programmed to have all these 
impractical human emotions. Like 
loneliness. Even now, there are so 
many voices in my head telling me 
to change my vote. But no.

EIFFEL
(pretty please?)

Why... why not? 

HERA
Because I'm not falling for that 
one again. All my life I've bent 
over backwards to do what's best 
for humans. And... well, like 
Colonel Kepler just said: I'm 
starting to think that's a thought 
that's in my head, but not my 
thought. 

(BEAT)
So screw it. If the station can be  
made safe, I say we stay out here. 

(sorry not sorry)
Sorry. 

JACOBI
And the alien presence factor?

HERA
So far they've tried to hurt me 
less times and less hard than 
humans have. I'll take my chances. 

Everyone takes all of that in for a MOMENT. Then, finally - 

MINKOWSKI
Kepler, how many tapes do you have 
left? 

KEPLER
One more. 

MINKOWSKI
All right. Lets get this over with. 

CLICK! - and we go into the recording:
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ZHANG
This is an emergency transmission 
from the U.S.S. Tiamat. Commander 
Elizabeth Zhang transmitting. This 
is... this is likely to be our 
final transmission. 

Her voice is weak and thin. Defeated. 

ZHANG (CONT'D)
It's been eight weeks since my last 
transmission and... well, nothing 
makes sense anymore. Nothing. 

There's more of them. More Oswins, 
more Tates, more Smiths. They just 
turn up. No idea who's putting them 
here, or what they're after. 

They all think they're the original 
- they always think they're the 
original - but... no. It was Clarke 
that noticed first. Even though 
they all have the same memories, 
there's some slight differences. 
Shorter tempers, manic periods, 
that sort of thing. It's like each 
iteration brings out a different 
angle of the original person.

IN RECORDING: we hear a METALLIC RUMBLING. 

ZHANG (CONT'D)
(lower)

And, yeah... that. The crew doesn't 
know about this, but... I keep 
having to course correct the ship. 
We keep slipping into a decaying 
orbit. It's happened seven times 
now. I've gone over all the 
engineering, and I don't think it's 
a mechanical fault. I think it's... 

(forces herself to say it)
It's sabotage. Someone is trying to 
destroy the Tiamat. 

There's a LONG SILENT BEAT. Finally - 

ZHANG (CONT'D)
I keep seeing people. 

(BEAT)
People who aren't here. And hearing 
things in the walls. 

(MORE)
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When I told Clarke, I could see 
that she's been going through it 
too, although she wouldn't admit 
it. 

(BEAT)
I think someone - or something - is 
pushing us. To our limits. I think 
we're done running experiments.

I think they're running experiments 
on us now.

And with that... CSSSSSH!!! The recording collapses into 
static. After a moment - CLICK! 

KEPLER
That's it. The Tiamat logs. 

(BEAT)
I'm not going to pretend this is 
easy. Or safe. Hell, I think we've 
all seen the damage that these 
aliens can cause. The last time 
that humans encountered these 
beings, they were taken apart. 
First mentally, then literally.

EIFFEL
(why is this difficult?)

So lets get really, really far away 
from them. 

KEPLER
And what, bring one of their own 
back to Earth? Where it could do 
the most damage? I don't think so. 
We have a responsibility. To figure 
out what these things want, and to 
do it here. 

There's a LONG BEAT. Then Eiffel raises his hand. 

EIFFEL
Motion to just... totally ignore 
everything Kepler just said. 

HERA
Second. 

MINKOWSKI
Third. 

KEPLER
What? 

ZHANG (CONT'D)
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EIFFEL
Cool. Any objections? Jacobi? 

JACOBI
Nah, I don't care. 

EIFFEL
Great, motion passes. Now lets talk 
about the really important stuff. 
Commander: I know you're scared. 

MINKOWSKI
It's not simple. 

EIFFEL
Dude, I know you're hurt. Messing 
someone up messes you up, and...

(DEEP BREATH)
Yeah, I've done the whole hiding-
out-really-really-really-far-away-
from-your-family thing, and let me 
tell you: not that great. It's 
taken me this long to realize that 
running from everyone else means 
that you're alone with yourself, 
and that doesn't help anyone. You 
gotta confront this head-on. But, 
unlike me, when you do it, you'll 
have help. 

Minkowski SIGHS. Eiffel turns away from her, looking up. 

EIFFEL (CONT’D)
And Hera - 

HERA
No. This isn't even a choice for 
me. 

EIFFEL
Yes, it is. It's a sucky-ass choice 
but it is a choice.  And you know 
what? I know these evil stooges. As 
long as this station is up here, 
it's gonna work for them, somehow. 
Actually, I know exactly how: 
they'll send more people with 
bigger guns and even more Medieval 
attitudes when it comes to not 
treating people like people. So: 
you really want to stick it to the 
man? Kick them where it hurts. Get 
this station off the sky once and 
for all. 

(MORE)
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(BEAT)
You're right, I don't know what 
will happen when we get back to 
Earth. But I do know that we'll go 
through it together. And, I do know 
that Cutter is going to be pissed, 
so that'll be fun for everyone. 

BEAT. 

LOVELACE
I call for a vote. Any objections?

(BEAT)
All right, then. Fix the Urania and 
leave, or fix the Hephaestus and 
stay? Eiffel? 

EIFFEL
Fix the Urania and leave. Duh. 

LOVELACE
Minkowski? 

MINKOWSKI
... leave. Yeah. Leave. 

EIFFEL
Good. 

LOVELACE
Hera? 

There's a LOOOONG PAUSE. Then - 

HERA
You all better not make me regret 
this... leave. 

MINKOWSKI
Captain? 

LOVELACE
Whatever this "process" thing the 
aliens want us to figure out... 
we'll figure it out back home. 
Leave. Screw you, Kepler. 

MINKOWSKI
Well then... it's unanimous. 

LOVELACE
Yep. Pack your bags kids... we're 
getting outta here.

EIFFEL (CONT'D)
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And off of that, we fade - 

KEPLER
Umm, actually? 

Everyone's gaze snaps back to Kepler. 

KEPLER (CONT'D)
I, uh... there's one more thing. 
That was the last full log we 
recovered from the Tiamat, but... 
the salvage team found one more 
message fragment in the wreckage. 
You may not like it, but... 

MINKOWSKI
Just play it. 

KEPLER
Whatever you say... 

CLICK! He's hit the recorder:

ZHANG
Mayday, mayday, mayday - this is 
the U.S.S. Tiamat, transmitting to 
Canaveral. 

She sounds harried, panicked. 

ZHANG (CONT'D)
Sirs, I know what has been 
happening. These things, they're - 
this is a Theta Scenario. I can 
confirm there is a force 
controlling these duplicates. I've 
seen it and it - 

There's a BURST OF STATIC, obscuring some of her words.

ZHANG (CONT'D)
The Tiamat is lost. If you are 
receiving this, do not send any 
kind of rescue unit. Do not send a 
salvage operation. Do not give 
these things any way of tracing you 
back to Earth. That would be - 

There's another BURST OF STATIC. 

ZHANG (CONT'D)
Whatever happens, they must never 
make it back to Earth. I repeat, 
whatever happens they must never - 
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CSSSSSH!!! Thus endeth the message. CLICK! 

KEPLER
That... was recorded seventy-two 
minutes before the Tiamat was set 
to self-destruct. 

For a LONG BEAT everyone just sits in silence, stunned.

KEPLER (CONT'D)
So... anyone wanna change their 
vote? 

And off of that, we - 

FADE OUT. 

STOP RECORDING. 

END OF EPISODE 48.
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