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INT. SPACE - TIME 

Somewhere... 

We begin with a slow, piano piece. 

LOVELACE
The more things change, the more 
they stay the same. 

Over the following, it will become clearer and clearer that 
we are listening to Lovelace's thoughts: 

LOVELACE (CONT'D)
New people. New sounds. New mutant 
plant monster living inside the 
walls. New lies. 

Same walls. Same star. Same hell. 
Same to-do list.

Get the engine running. Get out. 
Get home. Take as many people as 
you can. Save as many people as 
you can. Don't let them get to 
you. Keep it together. 

Don't die. Be a big girl, and 
don't die.   

She pauses for a moment. Then - 

LOVELACE (CONT'D)
I'm doing this all wrong. Let's 
start over. 

And suddenly the music stops. The tape halts, then 
suddenly, violently, REWINDS. Going past the start of the 
episode right up to - 

LOVELACE (CONT'D)
Hour one. Day... Who in the Name 
of God is Even Keeping Track 
Anymore? 

There's a SHARP ALARM BEEP.

LOVELACE (CONT'D)
Reveille. Four hours and thirteen 
minutes of rack time. Sleep high 
score, at least since I got back. 
How much of a handicap do the 
nightmares give you? Mmh, wrong 
word. Not nightmares. There's no 
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night in space, so there's no 
nightmares. Just flashes. Do they 
count? 

Does any of this count? 

The ALARM BEEPS AGAIN. 

LOVELACE
Get up. Get moving. Get the jump 
on the day. The night. The 
whatever. 

Hour two. Hera checks in with me. 
Hera checks in with me. 

Suddenly, there's a second voice. It's still Lovelace, but 
it sounds filtered, like she's whispering from another 
direction.  

SECOND LOVELACE
Rhea checks in with me. 

LOVELACE
Hera checks in with me. Rhea 
checked in with me. She was then, 
this is now.

Hera's polite. Her programming 
forces her to be. But I'm not an 
idiot. I hear what she's really 
saying. 

The next thing we hear is Lovelace's voice, but put through 
the same compression and glitch effects as Hera's voice. 

ROBOT LOVELACE
Will that be all or is there 
anything else I can do for our 
resident manipulative, 
backstabbing, murderous psycho 
demon from hell? 

LOVELACE
No, Hera. That will be all. 

ROBOT LOVELACE
Excellent, Captain. Please let me 
know if I can assist in breaking 
every bone in your body, throwing 
you out an airlock, and leaving 
you to die a horrible, painful 
death. 
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LOVELACE
I wonder if she'd be more or less 
angry if she knew the truth.

Hour five. Rally the troops. Give 
'em The Big Speech. I've said 
these words a thousand times. 

And we hear it. We start to get over-dubbing on her lines, 
as we hear multiple takes on this address flowing together. 

 LOVELACE
All personnel should report to the 
shuttle for repair duty. Please 
try to contain your excitement. 

Almost at the same time: 

SECOND LOVELACE
(different inflection)

Please try to contain your 
excitement. 

And just a second later: 

THIRD LOVELACE
(yet another inflection)

Do try to contain your excitement. 

LOVELACE
We need to figure out what's going 
on with the central cooling system 
- 

SECOND LOVELACE
(overlapping)

- what's gumming up the main power 
couplings - 

THIRD LOVELACE
(overlapping)

- why the heat shield keeps 
shorting out - 

LOVELACE
- if we ever want to get off this 
tin can. You know the rules: check 
in at the top of every hour, keep 
an eye on your environmentals, and 
no using the heavy duty gear if 
you're by yourself. Make sure 
someone there to rush you to 
medical when something goes 
horribly wrong. Use the buddy 
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system.

SECOND LOVELACE
Hui laughed at that line. 

THIRD LOVELACE
The first time. 

LOVELACE
Years later, it makes Officer 
Eiffel crack a smile. 

THIRD LOVELACE
It's a different man.

SECOND LOVELACE
But he's in the same place. 
Hearing the same joke. With the 
same virus working its way through 
his system. Variations on a theme. 

THIRD LOVELACE
But does he know how it ends? What 
happens when he gets to -  

LOVELACE
Stop. Focus. Get off this station. 
Don't wonder. Don't wander. Don't 
what-if. Don't look back.  

SECOND LOVELACE
Be a big girl. 

THIRD LOVELACE
Don't die. 

LOVELACE
Hour six: power couplings. Hour 
ten: control panel. Hour fourteen: 
busted fuel regulator. Hour 
fifteen: Reroute. Repair. 
Recalibrate. Get this goddamm 
engine to work. 

Hour seventeen: overtime. First 
dizzy spell of the day. Shake it 
off. Keep going. Don't stop. Stay 
off the Hephaestus. Forward. 
Forward. Don't look back.  

This can work. This will work. 
This did work. I made it work. I 
made it out. 
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BEAT. 

LOVELACE
And then... 

SECOND LOVELACE
Rewind. 

And at the same time: 

THIRD LOVELACE
Fast forward. 

And we don't know if the tape we hear is REWINDING or FAST 
FORWARDING. But once it settles: 

LOVELACE
I'm back. Go straight to the 
Hephaestus. Do not pass go. Do not 
collect two hundred dollars. 

THIRD LOVELACE
Meet the new gang. 

SECOND LOVELACE
Same as the old gang. 

LOVELACE
Sequel's never as good as the 
first movie.   

Hour twenty: winding down. Tech 
report from Rhea. 

THIRD LOVELACE
Hera. I get the tech report from 
Hera. Same tech. Different person. 

LOVELACE
Hera, Rhea, Hera, Rhea. 

SECOND LOVELACE
Same letters. Different order. 

THIRD LOVELACE
Everything changes. 

SECOND LOVELACE
Everything stays the same. 

LOVELACE
Everything... except him. 

After a moment: 
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LOVELACE (CONT'D)
He never goes away. He never 
changes. Dr. Constant.

(beat)
We'll have to do something about 
that.

I wonder if he thinks about them. 
If he still turns a corner and 
sees flashes of Fourier and Hui, 
giggling over their star charts. 
If he hears echoes of Fisher 
coming out of engineering. Did it 
stop for him? 

When does it stop? 

BEAT.  

LOVELACE
No. Focus. Work. Be here. Be now.
Don't stop to remember. Don't stop 
to think. Stay away from the 
ghosts.

BEAT. 

LOVELACE
It's all different. It's all the 
same. Rhea. Hera. Selberg. 
Hilbert. Lovelace. Me. 

Whoever I am now. 

That hangs in the air for a moment. Finally - 

LOVELACE (CONT'D)
I can do this. 

SECOND LOVELACE
No, you c- 

LOVELACE
I will do this. I'll do it faster. 
Better. Deal with crazier. Won't 
die harder. Fix this goddamn 
engine. Get them out. Go home. 

SECOND LOVELACE
You can never go home. You were 
home.  

THIRD LOVELACE
And now you're back. And you can 
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never go back. 

LOVELACE
I know. I know. 

BEAT. 

LOVELACE
Hour twenty-four: review the to-do 
list for tomorrow. Go over my 
assets:

Zero friends. 

Zero trust.
 
Zero safety. 

One big ass bomb. 

One more mission.  

And after a long pause: 

LOVELACE (CONT'D)
There's no one else to get it 
done. Fight this. Walk the walk. 
Travel the space. Stare down the 
ghosts. Show 'em how it's done. 

SECOND LOVELACE
Be a big girl. 

THIRD LOVELACE
Stay alive. 

LOVELACE
Don't look back. 

Don't blink. 

Don't die.  

FADE OUT. 


