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BEGIN MINI EPISODE 7.

START RECORDING.

Before we begin, as the opening theme fades away, we get an 
announcement: 

MR. CUTTER
(V.O.)

Number two. St. Petersburg. 1989. 

Slowly we begin to hear AMBIENT NOISE as we - 

FADE INTO:

INT. VOLOGIN'S APARTMENT - LIVING ROOM - 2300 HOURS 

For a moment things are still. Then the DOOR OPENS as Doctor 
Dmitri Vologin enters his apartment. Behind him we hear the 
WIND HOWLING. It's a BLIZZARD. 

Vologin enters his home, wiping snow off his frame. He 
EXHALES, exhausted, and peels off his heavy coat. 

He's just about to get to a light switch when - CLICK! A lamp 
is flicked on, revealing: 

A well-dressed man, sitting on Doctor Vologin's couch, 
altogether too at home.

MR. CUTTER
(in Russian)

Dobriy vyecher, Vrach Vologin. 
<Good evening, Doctor Vologin.> 

VOLOGIN
(in Russian)

Kto ty? Chto ty zdes' delayesh'? 
<Who are you? What are you doing 
here? 

MR. CUTTER
(in English)

Doctor, I am afraid that I've just 
exhausted my entire Russian 
repertoire with the greeting. 
However, I understand that you 
speak English quite well? 

VOLOGIN
(in English, pointed)

Yes. What are you doing in my home? 
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The rest of the scene continues in English: 

MR. CUTTER
I'm here to discuss your work. 

VOLOGIN
Of course you are. You should know 
that these theatrics do not scare 
me. Tell Kinski that he should know 
better.

MR. CUTTER
I'd be more than happy to... except 
I'm not here on his behalf. 

VOLOGIN
(raised eyebrows)

You... are not? 

MR. CUTTER
No, I'm here on my behalf... 

(producing a business 
card)

... and on behalf of Goddard 
Futuristics.

He holds out the card, which Vologin receives. 

VOLOGIN
American? 

MR. CUTTER
I prefer to think of myself as a 
citizen of the world.

VOLOGIN
That's very nice for you. What did 
you want to discuss about my work? 

MR. CUTTER
You're a very talented man, Dmitri. 
A lot of people talk a big game, 
but very few walk the walk like you 
do. Your work on Specimen 17? 
Absolutely stunning.

VOLOGIN
There are plenty of talented 
geneticists in America. 

MR. CUTTER
Mmm, perhaps. Although, not many of 
them share your interest in... 
retroviruses. 
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That gives Vologin pause. After a BEAT he continues, trying 
not to show that he's suddenly unnerved. 

VOLOGIN
I... I have no idea what you are 
talking about. 

MR. CUTTER
No? Are you sure? Because I have 
this new friend from the Academy of 
Medical Sciences. Viktor Stukov. 
And just last week Viktor was 
telling me all about a very 
exciting retrovirus research 
initiative. And according to him, 
that project had been proposed and 
directed by one Dmitri Vologin. 

VOLOGIN
Doctor Stuvok died last year. 

MR. CUTTER
Of course he did. Of course he did. 

BEAT. 

VOLOGIN
So... what is this? Why are you 
here? 

MR. CUTTER
Let’s say I’ve been looking to pick 
a horse in this particular race. 
And I have a thing for dark horses.

VOLOGIN
I... see. Even if I were to believe 
you, there are certain aspects of 
my experimental work that might not 
- 

MR. CUTTER
Dmitri, are you, by any chance, 
referring to the human trials? 

That rings out. For a moment there's silence between them. 

VOLOGIN
You are blunt. Even for an 
American. But the potential of this 
subject is - 

And that's when Mr. Cutter BURSTS INTO LAUGHTER. 
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MR. CUTTER
Ohohoho... oh, you should have seen 
your face. Phew... 

(composes himself)
Relax. You don't have to explain 
yourself to me. 

VOLOGIN
I... do not? 

MR. CUTTER
No. I'm in the business of changing 
the world. Just like you are. 

VOLOGIN
(super unnerved)

So... the details of my past 
experimental work are - ?

MR. CUTTER
Completely irrelevant to me. I only 
care about one thing.

(beat)
Does it work? 

VOLOGIN
It will work. 

MR. CUTTER
Does it work right now? 

VOLOGIN
I can make it work. 

(slow and pointed)
It is just a matter of time. 

Cutter takes that in. He walks from one side of the room to 
the other. Finally - 

MR. CUTTER
Well... that's too bad. 

VOLOGIN
Too... bad? 

MR. CUTTER
Tragic really. 

VOLOGIN
Sir, I apologize, English is... How 
you mean, tragic? 
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MR. CUTTER
Your work. It's over. 

(off his reaction)
Oh please, Dmitri. Look around you.  
The Soviet government has been 
extremely accommodating to your pet 
project, but those days are 
numbered. Your new superior? 
Comrade Kinski? Already going over 
your records. And he's just the 
beginning. There's a West wind 
coming, Doctor... and once it gets 
here you’ll be lucky to survive the 
week. 

HILBERT
I know to take care of myself.

MR. CUTTER
Of course, of course. But I think 
we both know that your research 
requires a bit more... oomph than 
what you'll be able to accomplish 
while working independently.

VOLOGIN
And you have an alternative?

MR. CUTTER
It just so happens I do. There's a 
brand new microbiology laboratory 
back at our headquarters in 
Canaveral. State of the art 
facility. Top of the line 
equipment. World-class staff. It’s 
got everything... except the genius 
cherry on top. That’s where you 
come in.

Vologin considers this for a BEAT. Then he SCOFFS quietly. 

VOLOGIN
Feh. Defection... 

MR. CUTTER
Is that such an ugly word? The last 
member of your family died when you 
were nine. You've never married, 
you have practically no friends to 
speak of... Your only real 
allegiance is to your work... and 
that would come with you. 
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BEAT. Outside, the wind continues to howl. Finally, Vologin 
EXHALES. 

HILBERT
I am listening.

MR. CUTTER
Full contract. We'll fund your work 
in exchange for your expertise as a 
microbiologist and radiologist. Any 
discoveries you make while under 
our employ will be the property of 
Goddard Futuristics. In perpetuity. 
As long as you are under our 
employment, we'll handle your 
housing, your expenses, and your 
identity.  

VOLOGIN
How long will I - 

MR. CUTTER
As long as it takes. 

BEAT. 

VOLOGIN
Let us be... completely clear: for 
my work to continue I will need to 
have access to human trials. My 
understanding of the United States 
is that my... methods would be 
considered - 

MR. CUTTER
You'll have your subjects, Doctor.  

VOLOGIN
I cannot guarantee the well being 
of anyone who - 

MR. CUTTER
I said: you will have your 
subjects, Doctor.

(beat)
Don't make me repeat myself, 
Dmitri. Ever again. 

Cutter takes a moment to write something down on a piece of 
paper. He leaves it on the table. 
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MR. CUTTER (CONT’D)
I'll be at that address until noon 
tomorrow. If you're coming, find me 
before I leave. 

VOLOGIN
Very well. 

Cutter begins to gather his personal effects, and heads for 
the door. He's just about to open it when - 

MR. CUTTER
Does it have a name yet? 

VOLOGIN
What? 

MR. CUTTER
This retrovirus of yours. Does it 
have a name yet? 

VOLOGIN
Ah, yes. We have called it... 

(dramatic pause)
... the Koschei Bessmertnyy Virus. 

BEAT. 

MR. CUTTER
... oookay. We may need to do a bit 
of... rebranding on that one.

Cutter reaches for the doorknob. 

VOLOGIN
Sir... what is your name? 

MR. CUTTER
Oh, silly me! Always getting ahead 
of myself... The name is William. 
William Carter. 

He holds out his hand, which Vologin shakes. 

MR. CUTTER (CONT'D) 
Pleased to meet you. 

And off of that, we - 

FADE OUT. 
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STOP RECORDING. 

END OF MINI EPISODE 7.
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