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START EPISODE 50.

BEGIN RECORDING: 

INT. U.S.S. HEPHAESTUS STATION - MESS HALL - 2230 HOURS

Eiffel, Jacobi, Lovelace, Minkowski, and Hera, all gathered 
in the mess. It's late, and they've been here for a while. 

MINKOWSKI
One more time. 

GROANS from everyone. 

HERA
Lieutenant... 

MINKOWSKI
Let's go over it one more time.

LOVELACE
We've gone over it, Minkowski. 
We've gone over it a lot.

MINKOWSKI
Well, I think we should go over it 
one more time.

JACOBI
And I think - 

MINKOWSKI
Until someone asks you to confirm 
or deny something from the Goddard 
perspective, no one cares what you 
think. 

EIFFEL
Guys...

LOVELACE
(wearily)

Look, it's been almost a month 
since we had to give up on the 
Urania. Clearly we're not going 
anywhere until we figure out what 
the... what these people want from 
us. You guys have something better 
to do with your time?

Jacobi and Eiffel GROAN. 



LOVELACE (CONT'D)
Hera, want to do the honors?

HERA
You have started. You are ongoing. 
You cannot squelch off now. Get 
your act together. Finish the 
process quickly. Work it out 
Brainiac.  

BEAT, as everyone chews on that. 

JACOBI
Well, I don't know about the rest 
of you, but that really cleared 
things up for me. 

EIFFEL
Shut up, Jacobi. 

LOVELACE
Short of us someone actually 
figuring out how to translate the 
claptrap in Eiffel's head - 

EIFFEL
Hey! 

LOVELACE 
- anyone have any ideas about how 
to crack this thing?

BEAT. 

EIFFEL
How about a Ouija board?

LOVELACE
A what? 

EIFFEL
You know? A Ouija board? The thing 
with the letters that lets spirits 
or whatevers answer questions from 
the Grey Beyond?

BEAT. 

MINKOWSKI
You know what's sad?

(BEAT)
I'm pretty sure that's the best 
idea we've had all night.  
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JACOBI 
Oh yeah. Who can contain this man's 
genius? 

MINKOWSKI
Knock it off.

Lovelace SIGHS loudly, frustrated.

LOVELACE
Oh, for God's... This is 
ridiculous. There has to be a way 
to figure this out. If only we had 
some way to get inside their 
heads...

BEAT. Then, slowly, Eiffel turns to look at Lovelace, an idea 
forming in his head. 

EIFFEL
Um... guys? I might have an idea.  

MINKOWSKI
What? 

By way of reply, Eiffel just points at Lovelace. 

MINKOWSKI (CONT'D)
What? Why are you pointing at - oh. 

EIFFEL
Yeah. 

HERA
Wait, what just - ? What are you 
saying? 

EIFFEL
Well, I might be wrong here, but... 

MINKOWSKI
... if we can't get into their 
heads, we might be able to...

HERA 
(gets it, slow:)

Ooooh. 

JACOBI
Took you all long enough...

LOVELACE
Wait, I'm still lost. Took us long 
enough to what? 

(MORE)
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(gets it)
Oh, nooope! Not a chance!  

EIFFEL
(simultaneous)

How did we not think of this before?

MINKOWSKI
(simultaneous)

Hang on, before we get too excited... 

LOVELACE
No! I am not your E.T. help line. 
None of us have any idea of how 
my... connection even works!

EIFFEL
But -

LOVELACE
No, Eiffel! And even if we could 
figure out how to trigger... 
whatever the hell happens to me? 
Then what? What if they're not 
feeling chatty? What if they decide 
to maul one of you? 

HERA
If Jacobi got a little mauled, I 
wouldn't be - 

LOVELACE
You wouldn't be the person living 
it! You wouldn't have to see it 
through the eyes of mauler! 

(BEAT)
I'm not taking that risk. End of 
story. 

EIFFEL
But what if - 

LOVELACE
No. In my capacity as acting 
commander of this station, do not 
try to get your freaky dial-up on 
through me. That's an order.

A LONG BEAT.

JACOBI
Whelp, I guess it's back to the 
drawing board. I mean, the Ouija 
board. 

There are SIGHS and GRUMBLES from the peanut gallery as we -

CUT TO:

LOVELACE (CONT'D)
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INT. U.S.S. HEPHAESTUS STATION - LOVELACE'S QUARTERS - 2315 
HOURS 

Lovelace SLAMS the door as she enters her quarters. She 
SIGHS: didn't mean to do that.

LOVELACE
Damn it. 

There's A LONG BEAT. 

HERA
Captain? Could I talk to you for a 
moment? 

LOVELACE
What is it, Hera? 

BEAT. 

HERA
You should do it. 

LOVELACE
This isn't up for discussion. 

HERA
Why not?

LOVELACE
Hera, I thought you of all the 
people would understand not wanting 
someone reaching inside your brain.

HERA
I do, I do. But... is that really 
what you're worried about? 

LOVELACE
I'm worried about the fact this is 
a horrible idea! 

HERA
It's not that - well... fine, it is 
a little awful. But since when does 
Captain Lovelace not want to try an 
idea just because it might blow up 
in our faces?

LOVELACE
Do not try and shrink me.
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HERA
You said it: I’ve been there. I've 
been used. But... sometimes you can 
use right back. 

A LONG BEAT. Lovelace EXHALES... 

LOVELACE
When - when Hilbert took over your 
systems, how... "there" were you? 
Could you hear your own voice 
saying things you never thought? 
Feel your body doing things that 
aren't coming from your mind? I 
don’t need any more reminders of 
how not in control of my life I am.

HERA
You know what I've found helps with 
that? Making something happen 
because you said so. 

BEAT.

LOVELACE
Would... would you do it? 

HERA
No, of course not. But... I always 
thought that you were braver than I 
am...  

We can practically hear Hera's non-existent devious smile. 
Off of that, we - 

CUT TO:

INT. U.S.S. U.S.S. HEPHAESTUS STATION - MESS HALL - 1100 
HOURS

The next day. Eiffel, Minkowski, Jacobi, and Lovelace all 
gathered together.  

EIFFEL
You're sure you're cool with this, 
Captain? 

LOVELACE
I reserve the right to change my 
mind at any time... but yes.  

6.



MINKOWSKI
Voice of reason here: I can't see 
how this leads to anything good.   

LOVELACE
Noted, Minkowski. You can wash your 
hands of this if you want, and you 
don't have to contribute. But I say 
we give this a try. 

JACOBI
I don't want to contribute, can I 
wash my - ? 

EIFFEL
No! 

LOVELACE
No! 

MINKOWSKI
I just want it down on the record 
that I think this is very foolish 
and someone is gonna get hurt. 

EIFFEL
I'll have Hera put that on the 
transcript. Now pipe down, cause 
we're gonna do some magic! 

He CLAPS HIS HANDS TOGETHER, RUBS THEM. 

EIFFEL (CONT'D)
All right, let's get ourselves some 
Borg network action! We grab a 
backwards exorcist and pull up the 
possession play-by-play.

MINKOWSKI
And how are you going to do that? 

EIFFEL
Well... 

BEAT. 

MINKOWSKI
Mmm-hmm. 

EIFFEL
Umm, any ideas? 

(BEAT)
Not everyone at once, please. 

BEAT.
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LOVELACE
Oh come on. Does anyone have any 
ideas?

We hear someone DRAW BREATH. 

LOVELACE (CONT'D)
(immediately)

Any ideas that don't involve lethal 
harm or firearms?

BEAT.

JACOBI
I have nothing to say.  

LOVELACE
Anyone else?

BEAT. 

BEAT. 

BE - 

EIFFEL
BOOO! 

We can but imagine the blank stares Eiffel receives from 
everyone else in the room.

LOVELACE
Do I even want to know?

EIFFEL
I was trying to scare you. You know 
like when you get the hiccups and 
someone scares you and they go 
away? Just... in reverse... and for  
the purposes of you taking us to 
your leader. Which is also in 
reverse. I guess that I - 

MINKOWSKI
(desist)

Eiffel. 

LOVELACE
Well, I'm never getting that minute 
back. Anything else?  

BEAT. 
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EIFFEL
I - 

LOVELACE
Think for a moment, Eiffel. Is this 
actually a good idea? 

EIFFEL
Oh, haha. Hera, you worked with 
Maxwell to up your zen or whatever, 
didn't you? What did you guys do? 

HERA
Uh, it was just a couple of... 

LOVELACE
Um, what is that going to do 
exactly? 

EIFFEL
Like... help you connect with your 
inner... depths and junk? 

HERA
Yes, but I'm not sure that I can - 

EIFFEL
But that is what made you master of 
the house, isn't it? It let you 
resist Maxwell's commands? Gave you 
more control over your systems? 

HALF-BEAT. 

LOVELACE
That actually somehow swerved into 
not being a terrible point. I 
suppose we could give that a shot. 
Hera? 

HERA
Umm, sure. We can give it a try. 

LOVELACE
All right, that's settled then.  

HERA
Great... 

On that very hopeful note, we - 

CUT TO:
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INT. U.S.S. HEPHAESTUS STATION - BRIDGE - 1200 HOURS

Strapped in to the comfiest seat on the ship, Lovelace tries 
("tries" being the operative word) to relax.  

HERA
All right... are you ready, 
Captain?

LOVELACE
As I’ll ever be. What is it that 
I'm supposed to be doing?

HERA
We're seeing if we can get you to 
unlock the alien connection you 
have by expanding your mental 
awareness. Start by closing your 
eyes. Focus on your breath. In... 

Lovelace shifts around, taking a DEEP INHALE.

HERA(CONT’D)
... and out...

LOVELACE
Hera, I do know how breathe, 
thanks. And as far as I know, you d-

HERA
(impatient)

You want to do this or not?

LOVELACE
Okay, okay, just - I’m ready now.

She takes another DEEP BREATH, in and out.

HERA
Scanning down from the top of your 
head, notice any tension in your 
face... 

LOVELACE
Well, I do now. 

HERA
No talking.

LOVELACE
Oh, sorry. 
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HERA
If - if you notice any thoughts 
arising, that’s fine. Just gently 
bring your attention back to your 
breath.

BEAT as Lovelace’s breathing finds a slow, even rhythm.

LOVELACE
And then what - 

HERA
Just keep breathing! Quietly. 

Another BEAT of Lovelace breathing. Somewhat less evenly. 

HERA (CONT’D)
Okay... now, bring your attention 
to any sounds in the room. 
Electricity. Liquid traveling 
through the pipes.

We hear Lovelace take an extra DEEP BREATH IN...

LOVELACE
But when will I know - 

HERA
What part of no talking was not 
clear? 

Lovelace EXHALES, now more palpably frustrated. After a 
moment - 

HERA (CONT’D)
I'm sorry. This is a process, okay?  
And... I'm not exactly an expert at 
teaching this. I'm doing what I 
can. 

Lovelace takes another FULL DEEP BREATH. 

HERA (CONT’D)
Good. Good. Bring your attention 
back to the body. Just notice the 
sensation of breath. Gently... 
Just... brea-

EIFFEL
BOO!

Eiffel jumps out from behind Lovelace in a sneak attack!
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SLAP. Lovelace fires back with an open palm across his face. 
He tumbles back into the wall with a THUD.

EIFFEL(CONT’D)
OWWWW!

HERA
(simultaneous)

Eiffel!

LOVELACE
(simultaneous)

What the hell, Eiffel! 

EIFFEL
Sorry. Also ow. 

HERA
Ugh... you wanna try again? 

LOVELACE
... maybe later, Hera. I really 
appreciate this, but we may want to 
try a different approach... 

And off that, we -

CUT TO:

INT. U.S.S. HEPHAESTUS STATION - FITNESS STATION - 1300 HOURS

Lovelace on a treadmill. For a moment, we listen to the PAD 
of her footsteps over the ELECTRIC WHINE of the motor. Then 
the DOOR OPENS, and Minkowski enters. After a moment - 

MINKOWSKI
You know... I'm not an expert at 
the whole mindfulness thing, but 
you may not be doing it right. 

LOVELACE
(breathing hard)

Well... Maybe meditation isn't the 
trick. Maybe activity is.

MINKOWSKI
So... what? Push yourself to a 
physical extreme? See if that 
triggers it? Something like that? 

LOVELACE
Something like that, yeah. 

MINKOWSKI
Well... in that case, your heart 
rate is way too low. 
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Minkowski UPS THE SPEED on the treadmill. The motor's WHINE 
gets LOUDER. For a moment, Lovelace just runs. 

MINKOWSKI (CONT'D)
There. Isn't that better. 

LOVELACE
(no)

Yeah. Thank you.  

For a BEAT Minkowski just watches Lovelace's ferocious 
attempt to keep up with the treadmill. 

MINKOWSKI
You doing okay? 

LOVELACE
Fine. Walk in the park. 

MINKOWSKI
Oh, then we're still not pushing 
your limits, not really. Lets see 
what we can do. 

Lovelace curses internally as Minkowski HITS THE BUTTON 
again, causing the treadmill's speed to go up. 

MINKOWSKI (CONT’D)
There. How's that? 

LOVELACE
Never... better... 

MINKOWSKI
Yeah? I couldn't keep up a sprint 
at this level for more than a 
moment. 

LOVELACE
I guess I'm just - uughhh. 

MINKOWSKI
Yeah, I guess you are. What was it 
that you said to Hera that one 
time? You asked her if she could 
just... count to ten? 

LOVELACE
What are - 

MINKOWSKI
Just trying to help you reach your 
limits. Well? 
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LOVELACE
(teeth-clenched)

One... two... three... four... fi-
ALL RIGHT, ENOUGH. 

She lifts her feet off the band, and HITS A BUTTON. 
Instantly, the machine dies down. 

MINKOWSKI
Problem? 

LOVELACE
(pant, pant)

What - what do you think - you're 
you doing - Minkowski?  

MINKOWSKI
Me? Nothing. You're the one who's 
putting herself through a 
borderline inhumane workout. 

LOVELACE
I'm... fine. 

MINKOWSKI
No, you're not. 

LOVELACE
You don't know. This might work. 

MINKOWSKI
Not before you seriously hurt 
yourself. And you know that. You're 
the Captain - 

LOVELACE
Only because you're still - 

MINKOWSKI
- and that means you can't be on 
injury reserve. You can't help 
anyone if you're out of commission. 

LOVELACE
I know. I know. 

MINKOWSKI
Good. 

(gentle)
The fact we haven't solved this 
thing is not your fault, okay? 

LOVELACE
Well, I - 
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Suddenly: the deafening BUURRR of a FOG HORN fills our ears.

MINKOWSKI
EIFFEL!

LOVELACE
Would you cut it out!? 

EIFFEL
Aw... I thought that one would 
work....

And off that, we -

CUT TO:

INT. U.S.S. HEPHAESTUS STATION - MESS HALL - 1500 HOURS 

Eiffel, Minkowski, and Lovelace, gathered together. 

LOVELACE
So... what now? Suggestions?

A silent, unhelpful BEAT. 

EIFFEL
I... I guess we could check with 
Kepler. See if he has any ideas. 

LOVELACE
Oh, for God's sake, no. We're 
desperate, but not that desperate. 
We're not asking Kepler for ideas. 

There's a TRANSITIONAL WHIP! and we - 

CUT TO:

INT. U.S.S. HEPHAESTUS STATION - KEPLER'S CELL - 1530 HOURS

Eiffel and Lovelace in front of Kepler. Lovelace EXHALES, 
annoyed. 

LOVELACE 
So... any ideas, Kepler? 

KEPLER
Hmm... you had some interesting 
thoughts about how to activate your 
connection to the presence. Not 
good thoughts, exactly...
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LOVELACE
If you have a better one, we're all 
ears.

There's a BEAT, and then - 

KEPLER
Nope. Sorry. I wish I could help 
you, I really do.  

EIFFEL
C'mon, Colonel. In the spirit of 
there being no such thing as a bad 
idea... you gotta at least have a 
bad idea, right? 

BEAT. 

KEPLER
Well...

And off that we -

CUT TO:

INT. U.S.S. HEPHAESTUS STATION - BRIDGE - 1700 HOURS

Eiffel, Minkowski, and Hera, in the bridge. They all watch 
the screens and comms module with great concentration. 

MINKOWSKI
This is such a bad idea that even 
I'm impressed. 

EIFFEL
Oh, come on. It's not that bad. 

MINKOWSKI
No, it's awful. I've been jaded for 
a while now, and this got me  
alarmed. 

EIFFEL
Yeah, yeah, yeah. 

(hits COMMS SWITCH)
Captain, you doing all right out 
there? 

LOVELACE
(over comms)

Five by five, Eiffel. 
(MORE)
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02 levels in the green, beginning 
to move away from the Hephaestus' 
main structure. 

EIFFEL
Say hi for us. 

LOVELACE
You got it. How are those psi wave 
levels looking, Hera? 

HERA
Relatively stable, Captain. We 
might be able to find a higher 
concentration beyond your tether, 
but I can't be entirely sure. 
There's lots of interference.  

LOVELACE
Well, I can free-float in that 
direction, see if anything clicks. 

MINKOWSKI
Spacewalking. Into the radioactive 
soup. Because Kepler said so.

EIFFEL
Oh, spare me the disapproving look. 
It's not like he doesn't want us to 
make contact. He probably wants it 
more than any of us. 

MINKOWSKI
And just just so we're clear, what 
is the plan if Lovelace hits enough 
psi waves to go into the possessed 
state while she's outside the 
station? 

EIFFEL
If it works, we phone in and play 
an intergalactic round of twenty 
questions. Should be fun!  

HERA
I have your position, Captain. 
You're clear to release your 
tether. 

LOVELACE
Copy, Hera. 

MINKOWSKI
Just be careful. 

LOVELACE (CONT'D)
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LOVELACE
C'mon, Minkowski. What could go 
wrong? 

As she challenges any and all the Gods in the vicinity, we - 

CUT TO: 

INT. U.S.S. HEPHAESTUS STATION - HILBERT'S LAB - 1800 HOURS

A DOOR OPENS AND CLOSES LOUDLY as Minkowski enters. Lovelace  
is on the operating bed, strapped in and connected to a 
STEADILY BEEPING EKG. Eiffel is by her side. 

MINKOWSKI
Well. That went horrifically wrong. 

That rouses Lovelace. She wakes.

LOVELACE
(groggily)

What...

EIFFEL
Oh, thank God. 

MINKOWSKI
(to Lovelace)

Easy, Captain. You’re okay.

LOVELACE
What - did... did it work?

EIFFEL
Well, it all depends on what you - 

MINKOWSKI
NO. It did not. You got knocked 
out. Electrical discharge from one 
of the nodes on the Urania.  

HERA
Considering the voltages involved, 
it’s a miracle you’re even 
conscious -

EIFFEL
Hera...

MINKOWSKI
No, Hera’s right, Eiffel. If it was 
one of us, we’d probably be dead.
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LOVELACE
(weakly)

Perks of being made in Alien 
Taiwan.

Eiffel CHUCKLES a little, sympathetically.

EIFFEL
Yeah, exactly. Listen... We talked 
while you were out, Captain, and we 
all agree. We oughta quit while 
we’re behind. 

LOVELACE
But -

EIFFEL
But nothing! It's a done deal. And 
we've got some new, exciting fish 
to fry.

HERA
Jacobi and I have an idea for an 
algorithm that would cross-
reference the alien message with 
the Hephaestus database. We might 
be able to reverse engineer its 
meaning that way. 

EIFFEL
And I’ve already moved my sleeping 
bag into the Comms Room. Gonna have 
an all-night rager with the deep 
range scan.

MINKOWSKI
If he can get a bead on one of the 
music transmissions, we might be 
able to get some intel the old 
fashioned way. 

EIFFEL
Just like Pepperidge Farm 
remembers. 

MINKOWSKI
... yes, that. 

LOVELACE
No, but I’m - 

MINKOWSKI
Yep, you are. And we're done 
putting you through this.

(MORE)
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(BEAT)
Just take it easy for now, okay? 

Lovelace SIGHS, but she's not in much condition to argue. 

LOVELACE
Okay. 

And off that we -

CUT TO:

INT. U.S.S. HEPHAESTUS STATION - HILBERT'S LAB - 2300 HOURS

Lovelace, sleeping. A DOOR OPENS as Eiffel comes in. He moves 
through the space, OPENS a DRAWER, SHUTS IT. OPENS ANOTHER - 

Lovelace opens one eye, looks around - 

LOVELACE
Eiffel? 

EIFFEL
Shhh, I'm not here. It's late, go 
back to sleep. 

LOVELACE 
(sitting up)

No, it's fine. I'm not really 
managing to fall asleep. 

EIFFEL
Mmm, sorry we don't have better 
accommodations. 

LOVELACE
What? Being strapped into Hilbert's 
old operating bed? Who could ask 
for more? 

EIFFEL
It is the room with all the medical 
equipment, but I know it's not 
exactly a mint on the pillow. 

(realizing:)
Although now that I think about it, 
the associations can't be - 

LOVELACE
It's fine, Eiffel. Really. I 
don't... I don't sleep much. 

MINKOWSKI (CONT'D)
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EIFFEL
Since the whole... contact 
event...ness?

LOVELACE
No. Since before. 

EIFFEL
Oh. 

LOVELACE
Yeah, I uh... well, since I got 
back here, I don't think I've slept 
more than three hours a night. 
Looking back now, I... I should 
have realized that wasn't exactly 
normal. I thought it was just... I 
don't know what I thought. 

HERA
If it makes you feel better, I 
don't ever get more than forty-five 
minutes of sleep. 

LOVELACE
Another thing we have in common 
now, I guess. 

(BEAT)
Anyway, what brings you down here? 

EIFFEL
Oh, I was looking for some advil. 
Turns out that listening to four 
hours of static straight gives you 
a tension headache. Who knew. 

LOVELACE
You've really spent the whole night 
monitoring the comms? 

EIFFEL
Yeah. 

HERA
Not exactly. 

LOVELACE
Oh? What's going on?  

EIFFEL
It's... Well, I went up to the 
observation deck, had another chat 
with Kepler. 

LOVELACE
What? 
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HERA
Against my objections, mind you. 

EIFFEL
I just wanted to see if he had any 
other ideas. 

LOVELACE
After the last one went so well? 
Also, I thought we were dropping 
this. 

EIFFEL
Purely academic curiosity. Look, I 
was bored out of my skull, all 
right?  

LOVELACE
Suuure. What did he have to say? 

EIFFEL
Oh, you're gonna want to hear this 
one for yourself. You'll laugh. 
Hang on. 

Eiffel HITS A SWITCH, and we get the familiar BUZZER of the 
comms system. 

EIFFEL (CONT’D)
Colonel K., you still up? 

KEPLER
(over comms)

I'm here, Eiffel. What can I do for 
you? 

EIFFEL
I'm down here with Captain 
Lovelace. Do me a favor and tell 
her about your little theory, would 
you? 

We hear Kepler EXHALE, annoyed. But after a moment... 

KEPLER
Brainstems. 

LOVELACE
Huh? 

KEPLER
(over comms)

Your brainstem. 
(MORE)
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There were a few other records we 
got off of the Tiamat, including 
some medical reports. As far as 
physiology goes, it seems that 
alien duplicates have a denser, 
more complex brainstem than humans. 
Stimulating that part of the 
nervous system is probably the key 
to any higher higher level 
functions.

LOVELACE
And... how do we do that?

KEPLER
Simplest way? Alter the brain's 
chemical state.

LOVELACE
(To Eiffel)

You're right, this is funny. Tell 
me he's not suggesting I get drunk.

Eiffel half-chuckles.

EIFFEL
Nah. Gotta save something for the 
"Welcome Home" party. But... 

Eiffel OPENS A CABINET, rummaging around inside.

EIFFEL (CONT’D)
... while Doctor Hilbert may be 
gone, his arsenal of incredibly 
creepy chemicals is still with us. 
And I've spent enough time in 
Dexter's Lab to know what at least 
what some of them do. 

We hear the TINKLING of glass vials and bottles. 

EIFFEL (CONT’D)
You know, if we get out of here, 
remind me to tell you about the 
time Hilbert got Minkowski drunk 
and/or high enough that - Ah-ha! 
Got it. 

He CLOSES one CABINET, and OPENS ANOTHER. We hear him TAKE A 
VIAL out of a HOLSTER. 

EIFFEL (CONT’D)
Ookay. So, the basic theory is, if 
we can get your - 

KEPLER (CONT'D)

(MORE)
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(slowly, reading vial)
- "norepinephrine" - 

(back to normal)
- levels high enough, we should be 
able to plug you back into the 
matrix.

HERA
That's the basic theory.  

EIFFEL
Whaddya say, Captain? Wanna go on a 
ride?

LOVELACE
What? I thought we weren't doing 
this anymore. I thought this was 
for Academic purposes. 

EIFFEL
Absolutely. Yep. That's 
definitely... what we tell 
Minkowski. 

BEAT. Then Lovelace cracks a grin.

LOVELACE
Oh, what the hell. Let’s go.

EIFFEL
(in his best, still awful 
Hilbert impression)

Very vell. Lie back on ze table.

Lovelace lies back.

LOVELACE
If this works, I'm not responsible 
for any damages when you say 
something dumb, Eiffel. 

We hear the SOUNDS OF extra STRAPS being pulled into place as 
he straps Lovelace down. After a moment - 

EIFFEL
Okay - you ready?

BEAT. 

LOVELACE
Do it.

EIFFEL (CONT’D)
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EIFFEL
(nervous)

Here goes nothing... 

We hear a sudden GASP, and a hypodermic needle ENGAGING. But 
it's not Lovelace's voice. Oh no. Eiffel has taken the needle 
and stabbed himself at the base of his neck. He LOSES 
CONSCIOUSNESS and begins to SEIZE. 

LOVELACE
The HELL?! Eiffel! 

HERA
So... slight change of plans, 
Captain. Officer Eiffel has just 
injected himself with a... pretty 
deadly toxin. 

LOVELACE
WHA - WHY?! What's going on?!

We hear Lovelace TUGGING against the restraints. 

HERA
He has about two minutes before 
total loss of brain function. 

LOVELACE
What?! Hera! Do something?!

HERA
Wish I could. Too bad, really. 

LOVELACE
Then get Minkowski, damnit! 
Kepler's trying to kill Eiffel! 

HERA
About that... none of this was 
actually Kepler's idea. 

LOVELACE
What are you talking about?! 

HERA
It was Eiffel's. And he, well, he 
figured it would be more credible 
if it came from someone else. 

There's a CRACKLE of Electricity. 

KEPLER
All those long, pretentious pauses  
makes Kepler real easy. 

(MORE)
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Jacobi's much harder to imitate. I 
would've glitched and given it 
away. 

LOVELACE
The - you can do that?! 

HERA
What I can and can't do isn't 
important right now. Eiffel needs 
your help, Captain. 

Eiffel's CONVULSIONS gets MORE VIOLENT. 

LOVELACE
Ohfergod’ss - I'm strapped to the 
damn table! Are you crazy?! 

HERA
What do the aliens mean by 
“complete the process?"

LOVELACE
Are you kidding me? NOT NOW! 

HERA
Now. What do the aliens mean by 
“complete the process”?

LOVELACE
Idon'tknowIdon'tknow I DON'T KNOW! 
HELP HIM, GODDAMNIT! 

HERA
Yes you do know. Somewhere, deep 
inside your subconscious, you know.

LOVELACE
I. Have. No. Idea!

Eiffel’s seizing is joined by A SCARY GURGLING SOUND.

HERA
He doesn't have time for this. 

LOVELACE
(desperate)

I don't know what they want from 
you, okay?! I don't know what they 
want from me! 

HERA
His organs will start shutting down 
in a moment. 

KEPLER (CONT'D)
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LOVELACE
NO! Hera! Stop it! 

HERA
Only you can stop it. But you have 
to answer. You have to tell us how 
to communicate. 

LOVELACE
STOP IT! STOP IT! JUST STOP. 

But from the sound of her voice we know that last phrase 
wasn't uttered by Lovelace but THROUGH LOVELACE. The same 
ambient sounds from EPISODE 47 come into the soundtrack.

RIP! RIP! KATHUNK! She BREAKS her restraints and floats, eyes 
alight, above the table. We hear A STRANGE SQUELCHING SOUND 
as she uses her powers to pull the poison out of Eiffel’s 
body. We hear him BREATHE DEEPLY. 

HERA
Oh. Thank God

LOVELACE
THIS IS NOT COOL. 

HERA
We're... We're sorry about calling 
you this way. But please, we need 
more guidance. Why are you holding 
us here? What do you need us to do?  

LOVELACE
WE GAVE YOU THE CLIFF-NOTES 
ALREADY. THE KEY INSIDE IS OUTSIDE. 
YOU MUST ENTER IN ORDER TO LEAVE. 
WE HAVE NO OTHER WORDS FOR WHAT 
MUST BE DONE. TELL DOUGLAS HE MUST 
COWABUNGA, DUDE. AND SOON. 

With a soft WOOSH, Lovelace returns to her normal state and 
collapses. Meanwhile, Eiffel COUGHS as he comes to.

HERA
Captain! Officer Eiffel! Are you 
okay?! 

LOVELACE
(panting)

I'm... I'm okay, I'm okay. Eiffel? 

Eiffel continues COUGHING, but holds up his hand. 
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EIFFEL
(weak, thin)

I'll be fine. Just... give me a 
moment. Ughhh. 

LOVELACE
What. The Hell. Was THAT?! 

EIFFEL
(weakly)

See? Scared you.

Eiffel gives her a weak smile, we - 

CUT TO:

INT. U.S.S. HEPHAESTUS STATION - MESS HALL - 0930 HOURS 

Eiffel, Lovelace, Minkowski, and Hera together. 

MINKOWSKI
I'd just like to say, again, how 
utterly reckless and completely 
irresponsible - 

EIFFEL
Your concerns are noted, Commander. 
But I mean.. I wasn't going to die, 
I was just gonna... maybe be 
comatose for a bit. 

MINKOWSKI
That's so much better! 

EIFFEL
It worked, didn't it? 

LOVELACE
Yes. "Worked" is the verb that 
comes to mind for this operation. 

HERA
We are sorry, Captain. 

EIFFEL
Yeah. 

MINKOWSKI
What the hell possessed you to try 
a stunt like this?  
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EIFFEL
Well... I figured, given how 
fixated our alien friends seem to 
be on me, they'd step in if I was 
gonna, you know, stop 
communicating. 

MINKOWSKI
Fine, but Hera: you should know 
better. And since when can you 
just... imitate whoever you want to 
through the PA? 

HERA
Oh, since always. 

(BEAT)
You never asked. 

Minkowski SPUTTERS in frustration. Lovelace SIGHS. 

LOVELACE 
What's done is done. 

HERA
And we did get some additional 
information out of all this... 

EIFFEL
Yeah... although, I’m not sure we 
learned anything enormously useful. 
But I guess we know how to trigger 
the Captain's Avatar State if -

LOVELACE
No. No if, no next time. You are to 
never. do that. again. 

HERA
And again, we are so so sorry. 

EIFFEL
Yes. A deep and profound sorriness 
is being experienced. But see? You 
don't mess with the hiccups method. 

LOVELACE
Heard and understood. 

MINKOWSKI
So... What now? 
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LOVELACE
Now two things happen. You and I, 
Minkowski, are gonna keep working 
out what the "Dear Listeners" want 
us to do. And these two are going 
to be on punishment detail.  

EIFFEL
Waitbutwhanow? 

HERA
Yeah... What was that? 

LOVELACE
"That" is the two-week, 
excruciatingly long, needlessly 
unpleasant list of tasks I just 
decided to assign the two of you. 

Lovelace LAUGHS. After a moment, Hera and Eiffel also LAUGH 
NERVOUSLY. A BEAT, as it dies down. 

EIFFEL
You're not kidding, are you? 

LOVELACE
Not even a little bit. 

EIFFEL
Aw.... But: results! 

LOVELACE
Yes, Eiffel, but there are things 
that are more important than 
results. Not lying your commanding 
officer is more important. Not 
creating a needless crisis is more 
important. Not emotionally 
manipulating your friends is more 
important. We don't put "results" 
above these things, not on my ship. 
Got it? 

EIFFEL
(gloomy)

Got it. 

LOVELACE
Not yet, you don't. But you will. 

And on that cheerful note, we - 

FADE OUT. 
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STOP RECORDING. 

END OF EPISODE 50. 
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