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BEGIN MINI EPISODE 6. 

START RECORDING. 

Before we begin, as the theme fades, we get an announcement: 

MR. CUTTER
(V.O.)

Number one. Cape Canaveral. 2013. 

Slowly we begin to hear AMBIENT NOISE as we - 

FADE INTO: 

INT. CONFERENCE ROOM - GODDARD FUTURISTICS HEADQUARTERS, CAPE 
CANAVERAL - 1500 HOURS

Minkowski sits nervously, shifting in her chair. She CLEARS 
HER THROAT. She's been here for quite some time. 

Then we hear the CLIP CLOP of HEELS outside the room. They 
grow louder, until the DOOR OPENS. 

RACHEL
(entering)

Sorry to keep you waiting. I'm - 

But she's interrupted by Minkowski springing to her feet, 
automatically straightening into a salute, and - 

MINKOWSKI
M'am, Lieutenant Minkowski reports! 

Rachel just stares at her for a BEAT. Then she CLEARS HER 
THROAT.

RACHEL
That's... that's very nice. 
Super... impressive. 

(lower, to herself)
Boy, they were not kidding about 
you... 

She walks to the other side of the table. As she takes her 
seat, she DROPS a FILE on the table, and she starts going 
through it. 

RACHEL (CONT’D)
Thank you for coming in on such 
short notice. We had a hiccup in 
our staffing for this upcoming 
quarter, and  - 
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She glances up from the paperwork, and finds that Minkowski 
is still at attention. 

RACHEL (CONT’D)
Oh, for - You can relax! At ease, 
or whatever it's called! 

MINKOWSKI
Yes, ma'am. 

RACHEL
Have a seat. 

MINKOWSKI
Yes, ma'am. 

As she drops back into her chair - 

RACHEL
And stop it with that. I'm not 
"ma'am." My name is Rachel Young. 
I'm one of the managers here at 
Special Projects. 

MINKOWSKI
Yes, m'- yes, um... 

RACHEL
(pointed)

You can call me Rachel. 

MINKOWSKI
Yes. Thank you. 

RACHEL
The director will be with us in 
just a moment. Have you been 
introduced? 

MINKOWSKI
Not yet... 

RACHEL
Well, don't worry, he doesn't bite. 
Much. 

(beat)
Okay: no sense of humor. I'll just 
make a note of that in your file...

(once she's done:)
All right, here's the pro-tips: You 
speak only when you're spoken to. 
Keep your sentences short, and to 
the point. Be very judicious with 
your eye contact. 

(MORE)
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He asks you a question, you answer. 
Don't lie. He'll know. Nobody knows 
how, but he always knows.

MINKOWSKI
What do I - ? 

RACHEL
(like a mindreader)

Him you address as "Mr. Cutter" or 
"Sir." Got it? 

At that moment, there's a KNOCK on the door. Rachel goes to 
open it. On her way - 

RACHEL (CONT’D)
And for God's sake: relax. It's 
just a job. 

With that, she OPENS the DOOR.

MR. CUTTER
(entering)

Hello, hello! Rachel, are we ready 
in here? 

RACHEL
Of course. Sir, this is - 

MR. CUTTER
Lieutenant Minkowski! Welcome, 
welcome. It's so good to finally 
meet you. No, don't get up. I want 
to thank you for coming back in on 
such short notice. 

MINKOWSKI
Not at all. I was very... pleased 
to get the call. 

Cutter SITS DOWN. 

MR. CUTTER
My name is Cutter. I'm the Director 
of Communications here at Goddard. 

Minkowski frowns: am I in the right place?

MINKOWSKI
Communi - ? 

RACHEL (CONT'D)
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MR. CUTTER
And I supervise a few other things 
here and there. How was your 
flight? You were coming from... 

RACHEL
(instant)

D.C. 

MINKOWSKI
Uhh... It - it was good. 

MR. CUTTER
(going through the file)

Excellent, excellent. Can we get 
you anything to drink? Water? How 
about a nice chai? Would you like a 
chai, Renée? Can I call you Renée? 

MINKOWSKI
(I'd prefer if you didn't)

I - of course? Whatever you prefer. 

MR. CUTTER
Super. Well, Renée, all three of us 
are very busy people, so let's get 
down to business. We've got an 
opening in our deep space division 
that we'd love to talk to you 
about. 

MINKOWSKI
Yes, sir.  

BEAT. 

MR. CUTTER
When can you start? 

Minkowski is so startled by this she actually lets out a 
SMALL CHUCKLE. 

MINKOWSKI
Excuse me? 

MR. CUTTER
(slow and clear)

We want you to work for us. 

RACHEL
Congratulations. 

MINKOWSKI
What about the interview? 
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MR. CUTTER
Renée, have you seen your file? 

He FLIPS through the file. It sounds like there's about 300 
pages in there. 

MR. CUTTER (CONT’D)
This was your interview. 

RACHEL
(all from memory)

Top marks at the Air Force Academy, 
and the highest score on the flight 
exam they'd gotten in years. Active 
service with the 960th Airborne, 
three years as squadron leader, 
then four years as flight 
instructor at the academy. You've 
got glowing reviews from your 
superiors and your students. 

MR. CUTTER
You sounded great! 

 RACHEL
You got a near perfect score on the 
technical space flight exam, passed 
the sim check with flying colors. 

MR. CUTTER
Everything about you just screams, 
"This woman has the right stuff!" 

MINKOWSKI
Gr - great! That's... That's great. 

BEAT. 

MR. CUTTER
But it's not what you were 
expecting to hear... is it? 

MINKOWSKI
I... Sir - 

MR. CUTTER
No, I don't think so. Which means 
there's something that we need to 
talk about.

(frowning)
And you never answered my question. 

All of a sudden his demeanor darkens considerably. 
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MINKOWSKI
Quest - I'm sorry, sir, but - What 
question? 

MR. CUTTER
Did you... Want something to drink? 

MINKOWSKI
Oh. Um... Whatever you're having? 

There's a LONG BEAT. Then... The BUZZER OF AN INTERCOM. 

MR. CUTTER
(Mr. sunshine is back)

Leah? Can we get three chais in 
Boardroom 3, please? 

(claps his hands)
So, where were we? 

MINKOWSKI
Sir, if I could explain? Space 
exploration is... It's a dream job. 
It's my dream job. 

MR. CUTTER
We know. 

RACHEL
It's in your file. 

MINKOWSKI
Right. And that's why I applied to 
the NASA flight program. And... I 
was rejected. 

MR. CUTTER
We know. 

RACHEL
It's in your file. 

MINKOWSKI
(slightly gritted teeth)

Right. So I took a year to work on 
my portfolio, and I tried again and 
- 

MR. CUTTER
They rejected you again.   

RACHEL
Five times. We know. It's in your - 
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MINKOWSKI
MY FILE! Yes! 

(forced calm)
Thank you. 

(beat)
Listen, I'm really honored that you 
would consider me for one of your 
navigator positions, but... 

MR. CUTTER
But why would we want to work with 
someone who's failed to make 
astronaut so many times? 

(shrugs)
Maybe it's because, unlike our 
friends over at Houston, we're not 
bogged down by politics? 

RACHEL
All they want is poster children 
and sob stories they can use to get 
more funding. We like people who 
can fly spaceships. 

MR. CUTTER
And that's you! If you're not 
homemade apple pie enough for them? 
Their loss. 

He FLIPS through her file again, finds a page. 

MR. CUTTER (CONT’D)
Of course, there is also... This. 

MINKOWSKI
My... My father? 

MINKOWSKI (CONT’D)
Andrei Minkowski. The Andrei 
Minkowski. Astrophysicist 
extraordinaire. Half of what we 
know about black hole theory is 
thanks to his research. He would 
have probably cracked the Preskill 
Theorem five years earlier than we 
did if he hadn't taken early 
retirement. And that man was your 
father, Renée. We like you because 
you were looking up at the stars 
before you could talk. We like you 
because this isn't just your dream 
job. 

Minkowski looks into Cutter's eyes. And she gets it. 

7



MINKOWSKI (CONT’D)
It's always been my dream job. 

MINKOWSKI (CONT’D)
Exactly. Also, you got the job 
wrong. 

MINKOWSKI (CONT’D)
I'm sorry? 

MR. CUTTER
You'd be handling the duties of 
navigations officer, but that would 
be in addition to your main duties. 
As commanding officer. 

MINKOWSKI
(does not compute)

Sir? 

MR. CUTTER
We want to give you Command of one 
of our TX-500 model stations. 
Standard survey, bimolecular and 
SETI protocols.

MINKOWSKI
Are you serious? 

RACHEL
That's, "Are you serious, sir?" 

She SLIDES a contract across the table. 

RACHEL (CONT’D)
Three months of training. After 
that, mission rotation is two 
years, open to as much as a 460-day 
renewal once you're up there. We'll 
buy out the remainder of your 
contract with the Air Force, but 
you will have to renegotiate with 
them if you want to return to 
service afterwards. Training begins 
in thirty days, mission launch is 
at the end of the quarter. Sign at 
the dotted line, and initial at the 
top of every page. 

MINKOWSKI
Oh... 

BEAT. 
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MR. CUTTER
Is there a problem? 

MINKOWSKI
No, there's no - No, I'm sorry. 
This is amazing. It's just... This 
is very sudden. This is a fantastic 
opportunity - 

MR. CUTTER
Once in a lifetime... 

MINKOWSKI
But... It's a long time, and it's 
coming up very quickly. 

(beat)
I want to do this. But before I can 
commit, I need to speak with my 
husband. 

MR. CUTTER
Oh, that's right. You're married. 
How is your husband? He's a... ?

RACHEL
Journalist. Making a relatively 
comfortable $75,000 after taxes. 

MR. CUTTER
Oh, we can make that a little more 
comfortable, can't we? 

MINKOWSKI
(a bit firmer)

I'm still going to need to discuss 
this with him. 

BEAT. 

MR. CUTTER
(softly)

Your father was a brilliant man, 
you know? 

MINKOWSKI
Sir? 

MR. CUTTER
I'm not just saying that. History's 
not always kind to the people who 
almost changed the world, but... By 
all accounts it sounds like he was 
something else. Your mother, too. 

(MORE)
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Young French diplomat, working 
behind the Iron Curtain... Not a 
lot of people could have done as 
much as she did. And they would 
have done so much more... If they 
hand't stopped. If they hadn't 
gotten married and had kids. Well, 
had one kid. 

Now she gets where this is going. 

MINKOWSKI
How did you - 

RACHEL
Our vetting process is very 
thorough. 

MR. CUTTER
You never quite understood it, did 
you? They had so much going for 
them and where did they end up? 
Thirty years teaching checked out 
students at a bad California 
college. 

MINKOWSKI
Sir, I - 

MR. CUTTER
You know what you look like, 
Lieutenant? With your perfect  
salute and your extra-starched 
uniform? Like someone who very much 
wants to matter. To do something 
important. You moved to the States 
when you were nine. English is your 
fourth language, but you speak it 
perfectly. How old were you when 
you started trying to get rid of 
your accent? Thirteen? Eleven? All 
so that one day, if you worked hard 
enough, if you were good enough, 
they'd forget where you were from 
and let you in. Let you go all the 
way. 

Every word has hit home. Her jaw tightens. After a moment - 

MR. CUTTER (CONT’D)
Don't make your parents' mistakes, 
Renée. Show them what you're made 
of. Two years with us... And no one 
will dare to reject you again. 

MR. CUTTER (CONT'D)
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There's a LONG BEAT. Finally - 

MINKOWSKI
Oh, damn it all... 

But she says it in a way we've never heard her say it before: 
low and resigned but happy. It's the sound of someone smiling 
while they make a bad decision. 

MINKOWSKI (CONT’D)
My husband is going to kill me... 

And with that we hear the sound of a PEN SCRATCHING on PAPER. 
Cutter and Rachel smile. 

MR. CUTTER
Excellent choice, Renée. Excellent 
choice. Allow me to be the first to 
congratulate you, Lieu -

(catching himself)
What am I saying? Commander 
Minkowski. 

They shake hands. 

MR. CUTTER (CONT’D)
Welcome to the team. 

And off of that, we - 

FADE OUT.
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